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 Dear Parents, 

We are thrilled to hear that our two pupils have moved through to the finals 

of the National Schools Biathlon Championships held this year in Bath.   

More details are in our swimming section below. We are very proud of them 

and will keep you updated with the results.   

Our focus this week has been on online safety and mental health described 

succinctly by class teachers in their articles below. 

This afternoon, at Performance Platform,  we have enjoyed pieces from our 

emerging musical talent at Springmead.  Having opportunity to perform as 

well as the discipline of practice is important in developing musical skills 

and purpose.  Musicality starts through early experiences – in Nursery we 

support this by offering a rich music environment through experiencing a 

wide variety of musical genres - singing and dancing together, noting 

rhythms, pitch and timings developing appreciation and creativity.  For older 

children, introducing instruments and time to explore music, as we do at 

Springmead, through class lessons, assemblies and concerts such as 

Performance Platform today, inspires and interests - children begin to decide 

their own preferences for instruments.  We suggest parents of Year 1 and 2 

children discuss our Performance Platform event with their child to begin to 

make these important choices.  There is a strong case, supported by 

research, that music improves literacy and numeracy skills, enhances self-

perception, fine motor skills, spatial reasoning and boosts self-esteem.  

Musical experiences and practice provide attainable challenges.  We are 

proud of our young musicians and their families who create a supportive 

environment that encourages creativity and self-expression.  For details of 

the wide range of musical instruments on offer at Springmead, please see 

Hannah Drury’s article below.   

My last word this week, is to wish our wonderful community a very happy 

half term.   

Sally Cox 

mailto:office@springmead.com
http://www.springmead.com/
https://www.pentathlongb.org/news/1233


 
 
 

More sports dates are below – these dates are for school events.   

Please also check our online calendar here.   

  

https://www.springmead.com/event-calendar/


 
 
 

 

 

Parking  

Please park on Frome Road at drop off and collection times, with the safety 

of our children, courtesy towards other parents and with regard to the 

Highway Code.  It is important that our parents have due care and attention 

in protecting our community, have consideration to other road users and  

defend the school’s reputation.   

Many thanks for your support.   

Penny Wars 

An exciting new fundraiser towards SSA funds is 

Penny Wars!  We have attached a poster for 

information below.    There will be an introductory 

assembly after half term and class jars to collect the 

money at the bottom of the main school staircase will 

be out after this.  So please start collecting those 

copper coins.  Details are below.   It’s going to get 

competitive!    

 



 
 
 

  

Performing Arts 
Music Buzz Word - ANDANTE which means that the music should be played at a 

walking pace. (You may know the ABBA song, so good they named it twice?!) 

Congratulations to Katerina for achieving a MERIT in her LCM Grade 3 Musical 

Theatre Exam, the results of which arrived just this week. Well done Katerina. 

As we go to print, we have just seen and heard the incredible talent of our Choral 

Group, the children in Years 1 and 2 and several soloists in the Performance Platform 

Concert. This lovely event is a great opportunity to showcase some of the talented 

children, but also to show the younger children the endless opportunities in music. 

We are so fortunate to offer such an extensive and exciting music provision here at 

Springmead, with an enormously talented and committed team of peripatetic staff. 

We offer lessons in: 

Singing 
Drama 
Piano 
Drum Kit 
Cello 
Saxophone 
Clarinet 
Flute 
Recorder 
Toot ‘n’ Dood 
Guitar 
Ukulele 
Music Theory 
Introduction to Music 
And we can also offer Violin and Viola 
 

This long list of disciplines is currently taught by a team of only 6 staff, all of whom 

have exciting professional musical careers and run very busy teaching practices. 

If your young person would like to take up lessons, please get in touch with Mrs Drury 

who can help you on the right path. The Introduction to Music lessons are aimed 

particularly at children who show an interest in music but are not yet sure which 

instrument they would like to play, and this gives them the opportunity to learn some of 

the basics, whilst also trying out a few instruments to help them to decide. 

Remember that these lessons instil so many skills in children - organisational skills, 

independence, public speaking, etiquette, poise, time management, and so much more. 

Could it be time for your young person to develop in all these areas? Get in touch for 

more info: hdrury@springmead.com 

 



 
 
 

     

Sports News 

TLE Netball Tournament 

On Tuesday afternoon the selected Springmead netball team made its way to Strode 
College for the first of two Hi5 netball tournaments. The team consisted of 9 children 
from years 5 and 6, 6 girls and the maximum number of 3 boys. 

The team played 3 games consisting of 4-minute quarters, with players rotating 
positions every quarter or half, allowing each player the opportunity to play in every or 
nearly every position.The Springmead team played well in all three games winning two 
and losing the other by a single point. Alongside demonstrating great skill and 
determination, each and everyone of the team demonstrated great sportsmanship and 
represented the school impeccably. 

Particularly pleasing performances came from Milo, Rufus, Mabel, Lucy and team captain 
Lily. 

Year 3 and 4 Hockey and Netball 

On Monday afternoon the year 3 and 4 children headed to Stonar School for an 

afternoon of hockey and netball.  

The year 3 girls played mixed games of 4 a-side. They concentrated on not moving with 

the ball and working as a team to get to ball down the court to score. I was really 

impressed by the use of different passes and communication by the children. Even 

though the girls were mixed with Stonar children they were calling each other’s names 

and working well as a team.  

The year 4 girls played a high 5 game on a full court. I was really impressed by how 

quickly the children picked up the positions and where they were allowed to go. They 

played so well and worked really hard to pass and defend the ball. Especially well done 

to Annabell and Annie! 

 



 
 
 
    

Sports News 
Year 4 Hockey 

The year 4 boys played numerous mixed ability games against the Stonar boys. Miss 

Daymond was very impressed with the boys performance and said that they all did 

really well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mental Health Resources  

As some of you may know, this week is Children's Mental Health Week. We are thrilled 

to share with you a series of FREE YouTube videos specifically designed for children 

aged 5-12 and 10-16 years. These engaging and educational videos offer simple yet 

effective strategies for enhancing well-being through. 

Here are the links to the playlists: 

For Ages 5-12: Watch Now 

For Ages 10-16: Watch Now 

Fixtures 

Please let me know via pedepartment@springmead.com if you wish to collect your 

child from a fixture.  

Spring Term Fixtures  

Monday 29th January – Selwood Football (Postponed…) 

HALF TERM  

Monday 19th February – Year 3/4 Netball vs Beckington (TBC) 

Wednesday 21st February – Boulder Rooms  

Tuesday 27th February – Mendip Cross Country 

Monday 4th March – Year 5/6 Netball @ Selwood  

Monday 11th March – Year 3/4 Netball and Hockey @ Warminster  

Tuesday 12th March - High Five Netball Tournament (selected pupils) 

Tuesday 19th March – Mendip Cross Country  

Wednesday 20th March – CLIVE LEWIS TAG RUGBY FESTIVAL 

 

 

https://ukyoga-co-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2qjOIR-UPLRhPbEsnZ2IcTTHEZPOwcwOCV9vy409WSQtDRiBpjQHTS3wIkOq2_362vnk9r7FvbY0VgfNJCFR6LPkh0w4T5Z-hK0ExStEh_vKsBEgLpY5NHKqO8ZCT_l8M3pTzwLV1m-kF70NqYvJaEy0u6YQMkYepOmPWmP0-M2Q_7ddY5aiyxUe4Q2p-_S429y-6t_eUMJ_lZ_xBS9_mBBeh4VITJxrpM-k
https://ukyoga-co-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2DSD7Jsuel-RiHDSWAAfyIvKqIKCNwXRe5W7oMvQdaPJIRiBpjQFDD8G5GwWiMrOHFXfghqa6MXZNlr4W6S_fghi85muUeUfZHWwOcn02AigF3Wzc4xbzN55dXurCSTpcGFl66XKlJxKwEn8rL_LAexLx100Zz32Pc3AEJ6JQR3olI_4Ol6Cbs3PJgz-Ckf0z2riKMHHRKx40r_qD3MPHeDUizmld4_YpdQ
mailto:pedepartment@springmead.com


 
 
 

 

 

Praise Certificates 

The following children received praise certificates this week.  
 
DUCKLINGS 

(YN) 

Rafferty and Esraa, both for fully engaging in our topic of Lunar New 
year  

HEDGEHOGS  

(YR) 

Violet for a fantastic Northern Lights picture in art. Great listening 
skills   
Ted for super perseverance to produce a lovely Northern Lights picture. 

RABBITS 

(Y1) 

Barnaby for focus in work 
Corinne – Being helpful 
Inès for maths work 

OTTERS 

(Y2) 

Arthur for working hard in English on questions and commands 
Milo for writing a thoughtful poem about Nelson Mandela 

BADGERS 

(Y3) 

Mary for stupendous story skills 
Hebe for being on fire in maths 
Maddie for being a super, investigative scientist 

SQUIRRELS 

(Y4) 

Matilda for her confident understanding of fair tests and variables in 
Science  
Will for his great sentences about evacuation  
Polly for a great start on her story of creation poster  

FOXES 

(Y5) 

Kara for a beautiful watercolour portrait of Anne Boleyn 
Aubrey for always contributing to class discussions 

OWLS 

(Y5) 

Isaac for his great work in fractions this week. 
Sophia for her creativity with her setting descriptions. 
Ava for her great portrait drawing skills in Art. 

EAGLES 

(Y6) 

Asher - Making a great effort to develop his skills in PE. 
Henry - Super work reflecting on internet usage. 
Milo - fantastic performance at the netball tournament. 
Jess - Her positive approach to work in all areas of the curriculum. 

Swimming News 

Schools Biathlon success 

We are very pleased to be able to announce that both Charlotte and Lizzie in year 3 have 

qualified for the National Schools Biathlon Championships to be held at the University of 

Bath next month. There were many qualifying events throughout Great Britain and those with 

the highest point scores were then invited to compete at the National final. This will be a 

fantastic event, and we are extremely proud to have students representing Springmead School 

at this event. Congratulations on your selection, and best of luck at the event! 

 

Super swimmer of the week: Holly D for excellent work on her backstroke technique 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

The Springmead Reading Award 

Please send a photograph of reading award sheets to Johanna Robinson 

(jrobinson@springmead.com) by Wednesday each week, for inclusion in the 

newsletter. 

Emerald Ruby Sapphire Amethyst Diamond Copper Bronze Silver 

Platinum Gold Gold Plus (over 100 books)  

Emerald  
Thea   
Zeph  
Arlo 
Florence. C  

Inès 
Angelo 
Edith 
Ruby 
 

 
 

Ruby        
Holly H 
Hebe 
Cora  
Mathilde  
Rose. W 
Freya. S.  

  

 
 
 

Sapphire    
Charlotte  
Milo 
Ida 
Flor 
Freya. G                
Elliot. B   
Iggy   

 
Amethyst      
Otto 

 

Diamond   
Lily. H  
Alfred. M 
Matilda. B 
Mary  
Reuben  
Izzy  

 Copper   
Florence. M  
Lily. H                                                                         

Bronze   Silver  
Platinum Gold 
Gold Plus  
Corinne 

  



 
 
 

Class Highlights 

 
 

 

 

Ducklings  

The Nursery children were so thrilled to show their Nursery classroom to their 

parents on Wednesday.  We were so pleased with its success and it was lovely 

to be able to introduce myself to Nursery parents.  We would like these events 

to be a regular feature for the Nursery class.   

Our Lunar New Year and China theme has continued with looks at Chinese 

music and art. The main focus was creating a Chinese Dragon together and 

performed a lovely dance with drumming around the fountain in the garden.  

We used our chopsticks all week too at snacktimes and lunchtimes.    

 

Maria Keates, Nursery 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

Hedgehogs  

This week the Hedgehogs have a busy but lovely last week before half term. 
We have thoroughly enjoyed celebrating Children’s Mental Health Week by 
taking part in a number of different activities.   We have been focused on 
voicing our opinions and feelings and being valued as an individual. We have 
enjoyed keeping a celebration diary for the week of moments that have made 
us proud. Each time we have drawn a picture of a moment that make us 
proud. The children have really enjoyed thinking about this from their own 
point of view and not trying to make someone else proud.   
As we all know spending time outside and particular in nature has massive 
benefits both for our physical health as well as out mental health. So this 
week we went out on a Go Explore session down to the wild area.  We took our 
snack and had our playtime down their too. We collected wood from around 
the area and made an abstract dragon for the Lunar New Year. Andy 
Goldsworthy eat your heart out!  We retold the story of the Great Race and 
used our dragon to aid our own play and own stories. We had great fun.   
 

charlotte Munckton 

 



 
 
 
   

 

  

 

 

Rabbits 

This week we continued our amazing space journey. We put on our spacesuits and 

blasted off into space and visited each planet. Then recalling their fantastic space 

facts, the children told me what they could see, hear and experienced on each 

planet. Their knowledge is quite tremendous! Not only did they know the order of 

the planets, but the size, the temperatures and the make up! They truly are relishing 

this topic, and we are all learning so much! After they visited space, they then used 

what they had experienced to write a story about their adventures to space. They 

wrote some great stories! 

Our classroom is also becoming more and more exciting with all the home projects 

they have been bringing in. They are really wonderful – well done! 

We spent time making some posters on Tuesday demonstrating the importance of 

internet safer for internet safety day, and have been spending time talking and 

listening about children’s mental health week. It led us on to what qualities make a 

good friend. They added ‘ingredients’ and added them into a bowl to create a perfect 

recipe of a good friend.  

Hope you all have a fantastic half term  

Jemma Stickley, Year 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

   

Otters 

Last Friday, the class had a great time down at the wildlife area.  They helped build a 

fire and toasted their own marshmallows for delicious s’mores.  What a treat! 

Year Two have been learning about Kenya this week.  They compared Kenya to the 

United Kingdom and looked at similarities and differences.  They used atlases to 

locate the country and looked up which countries border Kenya.  Otto and Milo were 

keen to tell the class that their shoes are made in Ethiopia, just next to Kenya, which 

then led to discussions about what gets transported to the UK from other countries 

in Africa.  They did some super writing, imagining they were on safari and all the 

animals and other sights they would see.  They sketched great pictures of lions and 

painted beautiful sunsets with silhouettes of acacia trees in the savannah. 

As it is Children’s Mental Health Week, we discussed what mental health is and how 

our thoughts and feelings change from one moment to the next.  We also talked 

about how important it is that they feel heard and that listening and talking to each 

other and adults about their emotions is crucial to everyone’s overall well-being. 

In maths we have been working on divisions and in SPaG we have been looking at 

sentence structures. 

Georgina Boyden, Year 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

    

Badgers 

Busy times in Badgers,  Who are we actually talking or listening to when 

online?   With acting skills at the fore, in a game of Guess Who? The class then had to 

guess who had spoken.  It was more tricky than we thought.  What with disguised 

voices and other sneaky diversionary tactics it was definitely a challenge.  The 

Badgers experienced thinking they knew who was talking but finding out it was 

someone totally different.  Similarly, during Online Safety Day the question was 

asked about who we are really talking with online, and are they who they say they 

are?   

With Children’s Mental Health Week also taking place this week, it linked nicely with 

the online safety the Badgers had been contemplating.  The class began to think 

about things which matter to each of them.  It could be how many times you can 

bounce a ball, family, looking after a pet or  taking care of nature and the 

environment. 

Acting skills have also been at the ready during the Easter production rehearsals and 

extra sessions in class.  The enthusiasm is fantastic and the singing can be regularly 

heard bursting forth from the classroom. 

Jane Dickson, Year 3 

 



 
 
 

      

Squirrels  

Last Friday, the Squirrels were privileged enough to have Ruth (Florence’s mum) come 

in to talk to the class with Florence about her Great Grand Father - a World War Two 

veteran who served for the entirety of the war. 

We delved into the rich historical era of World War II, exploring the significance of 

memorabilia as tangible links to the past.  

This immersive learning experience goes beyond textbooks, allowed our young 

Squirrels to engage with authentic artefacts such as letters, newspapers, army 

paperwork, pamphlets and stamps. Through these ‘hands-on’ encounters, the 

children develop a profound understanding of the war's impact on individuals and 

communities. This approach not only fosters a deeper historical appreciation but also 

cultivates critical thinking skills as they connect the artefacts to real-life stories, 

fostering empathy and a nuanced comprehension of this pivotal period in history. 

Thank you so much Ruth and Florence.  

Children's Mental Health week is a crucial occasion to raise awareness about the 

importance of nurturing and safeguarding the mental well-being of our youngest 

generation. This week we have watched short videos on mindfulness and breath 

work, as a tool for regulation and grounding.  

With a term and a half left until the end of the academic year, the Squirrels continue 

to immerse themselves in lessons that spark curiosity, and collaborative projects 

which brought out their creativity. Witnessing their genuine excitement while 

exploring new concepts and seeing them support each other in various activities 

created a positive and energised atmosphere.  

Well done Year 4, have a great half term break! 

Stacey Watson, Year 4 



 
 
 

            

Owls 

Well done Owls for a great last week of term! We had our auditions for the 

summer production this week and it was so wonderful to see the children bravely 

standing up and acting or singing their hearts out. It was evident the work that 

had been put into practising their lines so that they could say them as confidently 

and expressively as possible. Great job everyone, you should all feel very proud. 

We also got stuck into our new Maths unit this week- Decimals and Percentages. 

The children had to think carefully about what they have previously learnt about 

fractions to then compare them to the equivalent decimals.  This, along with every 

area of the curriculum, could present a challenge at times, which required the 

children to apply their growth mindset. Luckily, we had our trusty friend Charlie 

Mackesy and his wonderful book “The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse”, 

which reminded us of the importance of self- belief and determination. 

Have a lovely half- term break Owls and I hope you find time to reflect on all of 

your achievements over the last few weeks, keep being fantastic!  

Lydia Adams 

 



 
 
 
 

 

          

 

Foxes 

Well, once again the Foxes have risen to the challenge set them only five weeks 

ago – every single one of them has read a book, either a non-fiction book about 

the Tudors or fiction set in Tudor times. Copies of the books’ front covers and 

reviews are all on display in the classroom, displayed alongside some very 

beautiful watercolour portraits of famous Tudor figures. 

It’s been an incredibly busy week with lots to fit in: auditions for the summer 

production; a first read through of the script; additional discussions to embrace 

‘Safer Internet Day’ and World Mental Health Week’; and time to prepare and 

write an assessed piece of writing using our completed class text as the 

inspiration. They all deserve a week off and I know there will be plenty of stories 

to report once they return. 

 

Jacqueline Beardsley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

         

  

   

      

Eagles 

The Eagles are a sensible bunch and very ‘tech savvy’ – they could probably do a better 
job than most adults where modern technologies are involved! They have certainly loved 
our recent computing work exploring the basics of HTML coding. 
To mark ‘Safer Internet Day 2024’ which this year was based around the theme ‘Inspiring 
change? Making a difference, managing influence and navigating change online’, we spent 
time discussing our personal use of the internet and how our family uses the internet. We 
looked at how things have changed in their lifespan and some of the changes since 1980 
(a random date with no meaning and not the birth year of their teacher!). The most 
obvious realisations we made was that technology can change at an ever-increasing rate 
and that there seems to be a fascination with either making gadgets as small as possible 
or as big as possible! 
After our whistle stop tour through recent history the class were tasked with completing 
a self-audit of their use of the internet considering the following questions: 
What do we want our online lives to be like? 
Which devices do we use to go online? 
Can we always trust everything we read online? 
What behaviour is acceptable online? 
If we see something online that upsets us or makes us feel uncomfortable, what should 
we do? 
As technology changes, how might we need to change our online habits? 
Reflecting on their own use of the internet is always a worthwhile activity especially as so 
many children want to grow up too quickly and may not always follow the rules and 
guidelines associated with online gaming, social media, video sharing sites and other 
applications, despite being very aware of the guidance and the pitfalls that can be 
associated with such use.  
The National College has a great selection of multi-award-winning guides for parents – a 
new one released every week – providing expert advice on keeping children safe online, 
well worth exploring - https://nationalcollege.com/guides 

Nick Munckton 

 

https://nationalcollege.com/guides


 
 
 

Out of School Achievements 

 

Do please share your child’s out of school news and successes with us so we 
can celebrate. Do also remind us if we ever forget - it happens! Please email 
details to scox@springmead.com   

 

Sally Cox  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:scox@springmead.com

