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Springmead Newsletter 

No. 14 ~ 2022/23   Thurs 12th Jan 2023 

Dear Parents,  
 

It was delightful to welcome everyone back on Tuesday 

morning, and welcome some new faces too! We have a busy 

term ahead with a strong academic focus that includes entrance 

tests for Year 6 children and new class themes across the 

school. Children thrive when they are really engaged with their 

learning, for this reason, we combine learning across different 

subjects in a topic based approach allowing children to explore 

and develop areas in greater depth than would be allowed if we 

taught each subject discretely.  Thematic planning also allows 

our teachers to build lessons based on the interests of their 

particular group of pupils while teaching age-appropriate skills. 

The requirements of the National Curriculum are carefully 

mapped onto each topic to ensure complete coverage as well as 

teaching some subjects and skills separately. Here are the themes 

your children are studying at the start of the Spring term: 
 

        Nursery  Day and Night  

        Reception  Snow and Ice 

        Rabbits  Space and Explorers 

        Otters  Remarkable People 

        Badgers  Story Writing and Rainforests 

        Squirrels  World War II 

        Owls  The Tudors 

        Eagles  Our Changing World 
 

Our Building Learning Power area of learning for this half term 

is Reflectiveness; being ready and willing to be more strategic 

about learning. Over the course of the half term children, in age 

appropriate ways, will consider planning, revising, distilling and 

meta-learning. These sound very grand concepts but put simply 

reflective learners think carefully about how to overcome 

obstacles in their learning, they plan learning effectively, are 

happy to review and redraft and can talk about how they are 

learning: all essential skills to being effective life-long learners. 

This ties into my assembly yesterday where we considered learning from our endeavours. 
 

Superimposed on top of the curriculum there are many extra-curricular activities to look forward to 

including: forty clubs, the Science Fair, Performance Platform Concert, Sports Fixtures, the  Mid 

Somerset Festival, Year 3-4 Production, Enrichment Week, Charity Week and a host of trips and 

visitors. Hold onto your hats, it’s set to be another busy term!  



 

 

 

 

Poetry Writing 

Over the Autumn term, every child in the main school, youngest to oldest (from Reception all the 

way up to Year 6) was tasked with writing a poem entitled ‘I Never Knew’.  

Pablo Picasso once said, “It took me four years to paint like Raphael, but a lifetime to paint like a 

child.” The wonderful thing about poetry is that it is subjective, giving children free reign to do 

what they do best: get creative and express themselves! We were incredibly impressed by the 

calibre and diversity of every poem we read, and all the ways in which the title was interpreted.  

The teachers had the very tricky job of choosing just three from their class which then went on to 

be judged in the grand final! The top three poems from each class were sent for external judging to 

poet and author, Karen Jane Cannon, who is currently a PHD candidate at Southampton University 

researching Poetry and Place. Karen, our judge said, “I was so impressed by the quality of these 

poems across the age groups. They were full of lovely, engaging imagery, great rhyme and rhythm 

and so much humour! Some real talent here!”  

Karen then went on to choose three overall winners, who have had their poem published in this 

week’s Newsletter. The overall winners were: Katerina Lazaridou, Elliott Attwood and Hannah 

Tondoro. Congratulations to all who took part, to our finalists and our fantastic winners too.  

Finalists from each class (winner of each year group in yellow):  

Yr R Yr 1  Yr 2  Yr 3  Yr 4 Yr 5  Yr 6  

Flor 

Hughes 

Potashnick 

Harry 

Amies  

Ada 

Ruggiero- 

Jansch 

Will 

Tucker  

Mathilde 

English 

Dedieu 

Howie 

Harbour 

Cowles  

Hannah 

Tondoro  

Beau Baker  

Aubree 

Ballinger  

Annie 

Tisdale  

Martha 

Rider  

Elliott 

Barnard  

Katerina 

Lazaridou  

Harriet 

Wesley  

Rose 

Wilson 

Elliott 

Attwood 

Iris Lay  

Henry 

Bremner  

Imogen 

Bagan  

Panashe 

Tondoro  

Phoebe 

Fisher  

 

 

  



 

 

 

I Never Knew 

 

I never knew it only takes 

An hour to drive up into 

space 

Or to solve the case. 

 

I never knew elephants 

Are the only animal that 

Can’t jump 

Or that camels have two 

Humps. 

 

I never knew it takes fifty licks 

to finish off 

A scoop of ice cream 

Or it could be the biggest 

Ice cream I’ve ever seen. 

 

I never knew over 

A million earths could 

Fit inside the sun 

 

Or to have so much 

Fun eating a sticky bun 

 

By Hannah Tondoro 

Year 2 

 

 

 

 

 

I Never Knew 

 

When I was younger,  

I never knew, 

That the sun is so hot 

Or that I would grow from a 

tiny spot. 

 

When I was younger, 

I never knew, 

That my friends hair would be 

brown  

Or that I was scared of a 

clown 

 

When I was younger, 

I never knew, 

That I could fly a kite 

Or that a mite could bite. 

 

When I was younger, 

 I never knew, 

That the moon was so big 

Or that I could grow a fig. 

 

When I was younger, 

I never knew,  

That my favourite animal was 

a seal 

Or that a cut could heal. 

 

When I was younger,  

I never knew….. 

 

By Katerina Lazaridou 

Year 4 

 

 

I Never Knew 

 

I never knew birds tweeting 

until I went outside, 

I never knew danger until I 

went on a slippery, 

Slimy, steep, slide. 

I never knew sharks had fins 

until I went diving. 

I never knew my home 

properly until I started 

skiving. 

 

I never knew sneakiness until 

I saw my friend rob, 

I never knew stress until I got 

a job. 

I never knew Christmas until 

it first came, 

I never knew what trouble 

was until I took the blame. 

 

I never knew what driving 

was like until I 

Rode a bike, 

I never knew what being tired 

was like until I did a hike. 

I never knew a knife was 

sharp until I 

Cut myself. 

I never knew fantasy was real 

until I 

Saw a Christmas elf. 

 

By Elliott Attwood 

Year 5 

 

  



 

 

 

Mid Somerset Festival 2023 poetry performance classes (for Year 1 –Year 6)   
 

This annual public speaking competition in Bath takes place in March. We regularly have over 

fifty children taking part in the poetry performance classes. Entering the festival is exciting and a 

positive challenge.  Invaluable life skills are developed through taking the plunge and standing on 

stage to perform…this is one of those moments that Mrs Cox was talking about on last week’s 

newsletter!  
 

All children in Years 1- 6 had a copy of the poem sent home last term, this is the set class poem 

but you can choose an alternative yourself; the restrictions are detailed at the top of the poem 

sheet should you wish to do this. The classes have been provisionally timetabled for Wednesday 

8th March through to Friday 10th March 2023, but we will not know the exact timing of the 

classes until nearer the competition when the programme is released. Our children will be in 

several different classes taking place at the same time in different venues. We try to have a 

member of staff present whenever possible. 

 

Experience tells us that children like to be accompanied by their parents, or another special 

person, as it is an exciting moment to share with a close relative. Parents need to undertake to 

take their child to the competition or arrange for another adult to do so.  
 

The children need to learn the poem off by heart starting with the title and poet’s name; clarity, 

expression, standing still, voice projection and enjoyment are the ingredients the adjudicators are 

looking for! Over the years we have learnt that children who have lots of support at home 

perform particularly well in the competition and we ask for your commitment to the project. In 

addition, all participants will be given individual and group support at school.  Entries have been 

submitted over the Christmas holiday.   
 

 

Mid Somerset Festival 2023 creative writing classes (for Year 1-6)   

Again, this year we would like to invite all our children with a love of creative writing to take 

part in the competition.  A letter, via Parentmail, was sent home before Christmas with details 

about the classes open to children in each age group, so please look out for it if you think this is 

something your child might like to do.  
 

If you have any concerns or questions please do not hesitate to contact me as soon as 

possible at jdickson@springmead.com  
 

Jane Dickson  
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Science in a Shoebox 2023 
Science Fair for Years 3 – 6 

Friday 27th January   

Beckington Village Hall 

Projects should now be nearing completion 

and time being spent on practising 

presenting and answering questions from 

adults.  
 

 

As old hands know, one of the major highlights of the Springmead Calendar is the annual Science 

Fair. Again this year it is taking place in January so the three week break at Christmas would be a 

great time to get started! 

 

All children in Years 3 – 6 have the opportunity to present a science project to younger children, 

peers, parents and staff. As well as providing an opportunity to get really involved in an extended 

science project it gives the children a super opportunity to ‘present’ to a wide range of people. 

 

Children: you will need to choose an aspect of Science. How the information is presented is up 

to you! It could be through a practical activity or investigation, a poster explaining how to look 

after a particular animal, a short presentation on a laptop – the possibilities are endless!  

You will need to do a risk assessment too, please do not include dangerous items and materials 

without prior discussion with teachers (on the day is too late).   
 

However, the challenge is to make sure that your display is no bigger than a shoebox! 

 

You are expected to work on your project at home. You may work with a partner, but take into 

consideration that you will need to find time, out of school, to meet together to organise the work. 

If you need any help in deciding on a topic, then please speak to your class teacher. If this is your 

first time at preparing for the science fair, then maybe you could present your project on 

something that you have recently done in class. 

 

How you present your project is as important as what you have produced. 

As this is your chance to speak clearly and carefully on your chosen subject, please rehearse how 

you would deliver your answers to any questions on your project. 

 

Children will need to bring their finished projects to the village hall to set up on Friday 27th 

January between 8:00am and 8:30am. During the morning you will be able to share your projects 

with peers. Parents are invited to the Science Fair between 1:30pm and 3:00pm. Projects and 

children can be collected from the village hall between 3:00pm and 3:30pm. 
 

NO school bags are needed on this day.  

Children will come back to school for lunch and a change of pace!  

After school clubs will run as usual for those wishing to attend.  

 



 

 

 

Springmead School Association: Meeting at 8.30 am on Thursday 26th January  
The Springmead School Association (SSA) comprises a voluntary group of parents and school 

staff.  The committee consists of: 

 

• the Headteacher  

• teaching and non-teaching staff  members 

• parent members 

 

The role of the SSA committee is to enhance the education of all pupils at the School and 

Nursery by providing extra amenities, which would not be catered for within the normal school 

funding.  In addition, the committee aims to provide opportunities for pupils and their families to 

meet and socialize this is achieved through running a small number of events throughout the year. 

 

We have an existing highly supportive and effective group but we are always keen to welcome 

new parents.   

The group will meet just two more times this year, to decide how money raised is spent and to plan 

a few key events, so it really will not be too onerous.  

  

If you are interested in being on the committee the next meeting is on 26th January at 8.30 on in 

the school computer suite.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

Praise Certificates will recommence next week  
 

 

School Uniform 

Thank you everyone for ensuring children are coming in each day in the correct uniform. 

We have been advised that scholars now has more of the short sleeved shirts in stock. 

Could we remind everyone that children should be wearing black school shoes.  

Thank you 

 



 

 

  

 

The Springmead Reading Award 
 

Please send a photograph of reading award sheets to Johanna Robinson 

(jrobinson@springmead.com) by Wednesday each week, for inclusion in the newsletter. 

Emerald  Ruby  Sapphire  Amethyst  Diamond  Copper  Bronze  Silver 

Platinum  Gold Gold Plus (over 100 books)  

 

Emerald  

 

Caleb Newman 

Hannah Tondoro 

Quade Ballinger  

Alexander Hurst 

Jasper Hurst 

James Wesley  

 

 

Arlo Hinder 

Angelo Hinder  

Aubree Ballinger 

Elliott Barnard  

Bea Marshall 

Otto Clark 

Ruby     

               

Charlotte Morrell 

Ida Mae Hall 

Everly Ballinger 

Freya Gripper 

Scarlett Baker 

Harry Amies 

Ava Curran 

Corinne Barnard 

 

 

 

Mathilde English Dedieu  

Cora Drury 

Iggy Doonan 

Ines Curran 

Annabel Pereira 

Rose Wilson 

Florence Morgan 

 

Sapphire  

Lily Hurst     

Beau Baker 

Alfred Maggs 

William Thomas 

Holly Davis 

 

Amethyst        

Flor Hughes Potashnick                             

Tristan Eagle 

Hebe Hughes Potashnick  

Diamond                    

                         

Reuben Costello 

 

Copper                         

                                          

Corinne Barnard 

Izzy Mitchell 

Bronze Silver 

Mary Drury 

 

Platinum           

Ada Ruggiero Jansch 

Owen Ruggiero Jansch 

 

 



 

 

 

Sports 
 

Dorothy House Final Total  

We were amazingly, still receiving donations over the 

Christmas holidays. I am delighted to give an updated total of 

£1,238.70. Thank you all for kind donations to this worthy 

charity. Steph from Dorothy House came in to our assembly 

on Wednesday and shared with us all what the money will 

mean to the children that they support, she was delighted with 

the amount raised.  

 

Year 1 and 2 – Gymnastic PE lessons 

This half term, year 1 and 2 are excited to take 

part in gymnastics lessons. Year 1’s topic is all 

about animals and yesterday they were 

bouncing bunnies. Year 2’s topic is an under 

the sea theme and yesterday they were coming 

up with creative ways of balancing like an 

anchor, rock and shell.  

 

 

 

 

KS2 – tag rugby and netball  

 

On a very wet Monday afternoon all of 

Year 5 and 6 headed to Warminster for an 

afternoon of sports. The girls were greeted 

to the news that they would be in the sports 

hall for their netball fixture. Due to the 

amount of children in the hall we played a 

round robin tournament of ‘bench ball’ so 

that all children would be participating at 

once. This sport has many similarities to 

netball including; not being able to move 

with the ball, using chest, bounce and lob 

passes and also, very importantly, team 

work! At the end of the session all the 

children played a fun game all about attacking and defending similar to ‘capture the flag’. We 

had a lovely afternoon and I am looking forward to our netball lessons and more fixtures.  

 

The boys were out on the astro for their hockey fixture. The teams were mixed and ready to go, 

but it didn’t take long for the heavens to open and games to be called off. The poor boys were 

soaking but were in high spirits and really enjoyed their afternoon. They even got a hot chocolate 

to warm up  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Upcoming Fixtures 

Thursday 19th January – SASP football – Year 5&6 boys small school final (Selected pupils) 

Monday 30th January – Year 3/4 Netball vs Beckington (home) 

Tuesday 31st January – Year 3-6 Mendip Cross Country 

Monday 20th February – Year 3 and 4 Boys Hockey vs Heywood (away) (all children) 

Monday 27th February – Year 3 and 4 Boys Hockey and Girls Netball vs Stonar (away) (all 

children) 

Tuesday 28th February – Year 3-6 Mendip Cross Country 

Monday 6th March – Year 3 and 4 Boys Hockey and Girls Netball vs Warminster (away) (all 

children) 

Wednesday 8th March – Year 5 and 6 Girls Netball and Boys Hockey vs Stonar (away) (all 

children) 

Monday 13th March – Year 3/4 Tag Rugby vs Beckington (home)  

Tuesday 20th March – Year 3-6 Mendip Cross Country  

Wednesday 22nd March – Year 1 and 2 sports afternoon with Beckington – Year 5’s to help  

Emma Lindley  

 

Swimming  
Returning after a break.  

Many children will have had a break from swimming over the festive season. It’s important to 

recognise that this can lead a slight lag in fitness when returning to the pool.  

 

At Springmead we endeavour to ensure all children have a positive first session back. The session 

is used to recap skills previously learned and see where the children are. For those who may have 

done intensive swimming lessons over the break, this time is used to see if they need to be moved 

into a different group if significant progress had been made. 

 

We hope all the children enjoyed their first week back in the pool. 

 

Super swimmer of the week: Hebe Hughes-Potashnick for great technique on both front crawl 

and backstroke. 

Sarah Cozens  
 

 

 

  



 

 

Performing Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We've hit the ground running in the Performing Arts department, with rehearsals, productions, 

music lessons, peripatetic provision and clubs all off to a great start. 

 

Rock School met for the first time this week, and were so excited to meet with Luke, local music 

producer, performer, studio owner and parent here, with whom the club will get the opportunity 

to work and record. The children excelled themselves with their behaviour and thirst for 

knowledge, asking Luke lots of questions about his work and the profession in full. We also 

loved exploring the studio and the plethora of instruments Luke has! 

 

We sadly said goodbye to Dominic Conway, our Guitar teacher, at Christmas. Dom runs a 

professional theatre company which has been offered funding to operate full time for the next few 

years, so he has followed our school mantra to Seize the Day, and grasped that opportunity with 

both hands. Although Dom will be truly missed, we are so excited to welcome Clinton Hough to 

our team, offering Guitar and Ukulele lessons on Fridays, starting tomorrow.  

 

 

 

Hannah Drury 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Nursery have had such 
fun settling in.   Our new 
theme is Night and Day 
which gives us scope to 
explore animals, space, 
and colour as well as dive 
into any aspect that 
inspires the children's 
learning.  Our classroom 
'dark cave' with books and 
torches adds a new 
stimulus for a reading 
area.  We've moved the 
classroom around too, 
creating a new role play 
and reading area.  Our next 
role play set up will be a 
vet as we will begin to find 
out about nocturnal and 
diurnal animals.  We welcomed the rabbits on Wednesday, who met every child, some for the 
first time.  The children love to go and 'read' to them in their self-initiated play, as well as sitting 
with friends and watching them.  They love the rabbit petting times where they get to feed them 
and ask questions.  Children are beginning to understand about the needs of living things such as 
food, water and sleep and can relate that back to themselves.   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oet5hUenc-
4&ab_channel=SpringmeadSchoolandNursery - Meet the Rabbits 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZkoU19g9sak&ab_channel=SpringmeadSchoolandNursery
 - Wednesday fun 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cjkP-
dgLR5g&ab_channel=SpringmeadSchoolandNursery First Day fun 
 

 

Shirley Offer,  Nursery  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oet5hUenc-4&ab_channel=SpringmeadSchoolandNursery
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oet5hUenc-4&ab_channel=SpringmeadSchoolandNursery
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZkoU19g9sak&ab_channel=SpringmeadSchoolandNursery
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZkoU19g9sak&ab_channel=SpringmeadSchoolandNursery
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cjkP-dgLR5g&ab_channel=SpringmeadSchoolandNursery
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cjkP-dgLR5g&ab_channel=SpringmeadSchoolandNursery


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Brown and I have been super proud of the Hedgehogs this week, the way they have all come 
back to school, raring to go, full of tales of Christmas, family 
and fun and they have already been so hardworking.  
 
We were straight back on it with our phonic learning. 
Continuing to work on our sounds, writing simple words and 
sentences and becoming more independent with these tasks. 
The children are all making great progress and more than 
anything the achievement can be seen in their faces and 
genuine satisfaction.  
 
In maths we have been focusing on zero and what it actually 
means. We have sorted objects, shared objects, acted out 
counting rhymes and played action games to master our 
understanding.  
 
We enjoyed writing thank you letters to Santa and learnt all 
about New Year, even singing our own rendition of Auld Lang 
Syne and celebrating new beginnings. We've been busy with our own New Year project, where 
we've detailed how old we are, what our favourite colour is, our favourite activities, what we want 
to get better at this year or something new we want to try. It's been a great way to learn more 
about each other and reflect on ourselves as individuals. Happy New Year, everyone.  
 

Charlotte Munckton, Reception  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy New Year to you all. I hope you have all had a wonderful holiday, it certainly sounds like 
fun was had by all. It’s been lovely to hear all about what presents and wonderful family times 
they had. 
 
The children came back in and it was full steam ahead straight away! In maths they have started 
to learn about partitioning tens and ones, and have already got a fantastic grasp of the concept 
which is a great foundation for what they will be learning this term.  
 
They continue to thrive in phonics. We have now got a detectives hat which is worn by whoever 
is a great phonics detective. If they are unsure which spelling out of many of the same sound, 
they are now developing skills to be able to look at which spelling it might be. When they get it 
right they get to wear the hat. In English they are continuing to write in different forms about 
space. This week they found out lots of information about Mercury, retained the facts and then 
wrote their favourite ones.  
 
An amazing week and fabulous start to the term. Well done Rabbits!  

 

Jemma Stickley, Year 1 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

After sharing all their exciting Christmas holiday 

news, the children were very keen to begin their 

new topic on Remarkable People.  We looked at 

photographs of some people that we thought were 

remarkable or who have done remarkable things in 

their lives, such as Queen Elizabeth II, Nelson 

Mandela, Greta Thunberg, Rose Ayling-Ellis, 

Professor Sarah Gilbert and Mozart.  We discussed 

what makes someone remarkable and whether they 

have to be famous or not.  The children agreed that 

you don't have to be famous because there are many 

remarkable people like doctors, nurses, fire fighters, 

vets and police that are not famous but still do 

remarkable work every day. 

 

In maths the children have been working on money 

and learning the different value of coins and 

notes.  They've been adding up various amounts of 

money by counting in 1s, 2s, 5s, 10s and 20s.  We 

have also had discussions about what you could 

buy with different amounts of money, such as if you had £80 you could buy 8 books that are £10 

each, or if you had £26 you could buy everyone in Otters a cake if they cost £2 each. 

 

In SPaG the children have been refreshing their knowledge on expanded nouns and learning that 

adding them into sentences makes the sentences more interesting to the reader, along with 

exciting adjectives and similes. 

 

In art, we have looked at the remarkable artist, Frida Kahlo.  The children were fascinated by her 

painting in bed for 2 years as she recovered from injuries caused by a bus crash.  They liked 

hearing how she enjoyed being different when she later travelled around America and had people 

taking photographs of her for wearing such colourful clothes and flowers in her hair.  Frida 

Kahlo, despite being blighted by illness and injury, showed how remarkable she was by her 

creativity and courageousness. 

The children had fun tracing a picture of her, then carefully going over the outline with a mixture 

of PVA glue and black acrylic paint.  Once dried, they painted with brightly coloured paints, 

inspired by her many colourful self-portraits.  They were very pleased with the results! 

Georgina Boyden, Year 2 



 

 

 

        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

 

It has been so lovely to see everyone back, full of energy, excitement and exuberance after 

Christmas. Our new topic is story writing and we have spent time sharing with each other the 

books that should be on the favourites 

list. The handy book synopses on the 

back were handy guides as to what to 

expect in the story and to tickle the 

tastebuds, encouraging the young 

readers to read. The most important 

guide though was the individual 

comments from the Badgers. Some 

books hadn’t been finished so we were 

left on tender hooks and will have to 

wait to find out what happens. Some 

Badgers were keen to explain the story 

in depth but nobody wanted any spoilers 

so we concentrated on why the book was 

so good. Adventures, dilemmas and 

twists and turns were the main reasons 

for recommendations, with the class 

taking note for future best-selling 

stories.  

The Badgers have been working 

together, demonstrating great turn taking 

and listening to each other in discussions about everyone’s achievements and what everyone 

would like to achieve later in the year. We all decided that each triumph, little or large, is such a 

boost to how we feel about ourselves and gives us the next step forward to the next 

accomplishment.  

What super hard thinking skills have been going on in maths. We love any top tips with working 

with numbers and this week it has all been about ones and tens, multiplication and division. 

There is more to this than you may think and there is usually more than one way to find the 

answer, which we also love to share. Fantastic work, Badgers!  

Another Badger, Freya, has been welcomed into the sett, full of enthusiasm and so keen to join in 

with all the activities with the rest of the clan.   
 

Jane Dickson, Year 3 

 



 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was so lovely to have the Squirrels back in the classroom after the Christmas break. 

Sharing our Christmas adventures was a great way to start the week and the Squirrels 

have been on top form, fully immersing themselves in every lesson.  

 

A new term brings a new theme; World War II. 

It was so encouraging to see many of the children so enthusiastic about a theme that can 

be very sensitive. The links to family members have been recognised and we have had 

medals, trophies and the sharing of different family members’ roles and connections 

within the war.  

 

In History, we have been looking at the reasons for the outbreak of war, through a very 

informative BBC Teach video and comprehension text.  

The Squirrels worked really hard at identifying key words within the questions, to support 

them in finding the information needed from the text.  

 

In Art, our focus for the next couple of weeks will be portraits and colour mixing. Miss 

Brown supported the class and was able to give to very important top tips.  

We discussed the importance of sketching beforehand, and when using our medium of 

charcoal - learning how to blend and add shade and tone to our soldiers faces and clothes. 

 

Our Geography theme this term is water.  

We started Thursday morning by setting up 2 different investigations; placing water in 

cups around the classroom, and filling a balloon with water and putting it in the freezer.  

We discussed how to make these fair tests and what we might expect to happen.  

This cross-curricular link offers a creative way to develop children's knowledge, skills 

and understanding while motivating them to learn through stimulating, interconnected 

topics. We will fill you in next week on what we discovered.  

 
Stacey Watson, Year 4  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
Well done on a super first week back Owls, I have been so impressed by your enthusiasm and 
positive learning attitudes. We have been diving into the world of Macbeth this week, learning 
about the life of Shakespeare, getting to know three pesky witches and thinking about life on the 
stage in Tudor times. This has linked to our comprehension lessons where we have been reading 
all about Tudor life, and our history lesson where we have been looking at portraits of Henry 
VIII.  
In Maths this week, we have been looking at adding and subtracting fractions. This topic has 
been tricky at times, but it has been a wonderful opportunity for the children to develop their 
growth mindsets and push themselves out of their comfort zones. Next week, we will be 
beginning our new topic on multiplication and division.  
The children also had a great time at their sports fixtures this week and came back to school 
bubbling with excitement and overflowing with stories about the match. It is a pleasure, as 
always, to see the firm friendships within the class, which are exemplified by team sports.  
A big thank you also to everyone who has returned their science fair risk assessments. I have 
really enjoyed looking at your exciting and innovative ideas and look forward to seeing these in 
action! Give yourselves a big pat on the back for all of your hard work this week Owls, I look 
forward to the term ahead.  

 

Lydia Adams, Year 5 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

The Eagles have returned to school after the Christmas break refreshed and ready to tackle the 

second term of the year. They are eagerly awaiting their next bushcraft session, our school trip and, 

slightly further away, our residential trip to France. 

This week we have been continuing our battle with fractions in maths! It is a battle that we are 

certainly winning - like the rebel alliance found the plans to the Death Star, we have found the key 

to solving fraction problems. At the start of last term, the word fraction was often met with a groan 

but as our knowledge, experience and understanding have developed, those groans have grown 

quieter and quieter, and are now barely audible.  

The applications of fractions in everyday life are endless; they are of great importance and 

profoundly impact everything around us: when cooking, shopping, splitting a bill, telling the time, 

doing DIY. Learning the skills to help in everyday life at an early age can make things much easier 

as we grow older. 

Our Eagles are tackling fraction questions that require simplifying or finding equivalents, adding 

fractions, subtracting fractions, multiplying fractions by integers or other fractions and dividing 

fractions by integers. We have become something akin to a Fraction Jedi and are bringing balance 

to our mathematical force – especially when finding two fraction questions with opposite 

operations that need to be equal! 

 

 

Nick Munckton, Year 6  

 



 

 

Out of School Achievements 

It’s fantastic to hear that our pupils are extending their performance repertoires beyond the school:   

Rose Wilson and Evie Poa-Paterson did a fantastic job in the Frome Musical Theatre Company’s 

production of Cinderella, over the festive period. The girls took part in nine sell-out shows over the 

course of six days. They were in the theatre for ten hours some days, performing double shows! The 

girls did themselves, Danceworks and Springmead so proud. They sang and danced their hearts 

out, giving one hundred percent to each and every performance.  

At the same time Mabel Munckton took part in Wells Little Theatre's 

production of the musical The Wizard of Oz. She successfully 

auditioned to join a select few and was very proud.  She had a 

fantastic time and loved being part of a wonderful production to sell-

out audiences (mum was great too, also in the same production).   

Over the holidays Beatrice Marshall copied the hare from the menu 
of the The Bradley Hare. The managers were so impressed by it that 
Bea’s drawing is now used on all of their children’s menus.  
 

 

 

 

Do share your child’s out of school news and successes with us so we can celebrate. 

Please email details to scox@springmead.com and mtaylor@springmead.com    

 

 

The newsletter is an important way of keeping you up-to-date with current issues; please look out 

for them, every Thursday amongst your emails, please read them alongside the online Calendar of 

Events. Newsletters for the current academic year will be available on the school website at 

www.springmead.com.  

 

 

 

Very warmest wishes, 

 

Sally Cox  

Headteacher 
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