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Springmead Newsletter 

No. 12 ~ 2022/23 Thursday 8th December 2022  

Dear Parents,  
 

 

This week our younger children 

enjoyed the storytelling event with 

John Johnston ~ the joy and wonder 

on the children’s faces, as he 

captured the marvel of the 

imaginary world, was something 

to behold.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a school we firmly believe in the benefits of story-

telling and reading aloud to all our classes, from the youngest to the oldest. 

The whole class story, whether it’s a picture book or extended novel, is an 

essential part of school life. It is a vital way in which teachers model 

enthusiasm for reading and allow children to experience the pleasure and 

joy of hearing the written word, whatever their individual reading level. 

This experience has a powerful effect on reading achievement and the life-

long love of reading. Other benefits of listening to a book being read aloud 

include: 
 

• Enriching and building an appreciation of language  

• Being able to enjoy texts beyond a current level of 

reading 

• Enhancing imagination, knowledge and understanding of 

real and imagined worlds 

• Helping build emotional understanding and empathy, 

through the characters in the stories 

• Having fluent and expressive reading modelled 

• Having a shared, positive community experience 

• Building the association with reading for pleasure.  
 

Of course it goes without saying that as the primary educator a 
parent has more influence on a child’s literary experience than 
anyone else and it is worth remembering that reading aloud to your 
eleven year old is just as important, in different ways, as to your 
three year old.  We hope the whole family get to enjoy lots of reading 
over the forthcoming Christmas holiday.  

 

Eyes down for one more busy week, until the end of term!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our youngest children enchanted us earlier this week with their retelling of the nativity 
story, through film and song. Here is the film for you to enjoy:    
 
     https://youtu.be/VNvVJLGTtks 

Jon from David Wiltshire Photography kindly came to take photographs, they are here for 
you to enjoy. 
 
    https://www.flickr.com/photos/129214223@N08/albums/72177720304230207 
Thank you to all involved, especially the children and the wonderful Early Years Team.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://youtu.be/VNvVJLGTtks
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Our beautiful candlelit carol service, led by our 

Prep Department, will be held at St George’s 

Church, Beckington. Arrangements for the 

evening are as follows: 

All children in Years 3 - 6 need to be seated in 

their place in church by 6:50pm.  Children should 

be in full school uniform with fleeces, fleece side 

out for this occasion please.   Please do not arrive 

before 6:45pm as the church will not be set up and 

we do not want the children to have to sit and wait 

quietly for too long! 

 

Due to the lack of parking near the church on 

Church Hill and in Church Street, please park in 

the usual area on the Frome Road and walk to the 

church.  You may need to allow extra time to do 

this!  

 

Younger children are welcome to come along to 

the service and sit with their parents but please be 

aware that this will be a traditional service of 

carols and lessons that will suit our older children and adults.  Out of consideration for our young 

performers we would ask adults bringing toddlers and babies to stay at the back of the church in 

order to be able to take them outside promptly. 

 

You do not need tickets for this event but there will be a retiring collection for the heating and 

upkeep of St George’s Church so please bring some change.  

 

 

Year 1 and 2 are retelling the Nativity story 

through the eyes of Little Amal, a refugee. 

They are rehearsing hard and are looking 

forward to sharing the story with you at one 

of two performances on the morning of 

Tuesday 13th December. Drinks and mince 

pies will be served to parents half an hour 

before the performances in the school 

library.  

To order tickets, please email Kim Hobley 

at info@springmead.com 

 

 
 

mailto:info@springmead.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Gift Shop, Thursday 15th December 
 

The children at Springmead have relished the experience of going to the Christmas Gift Shop and buying presents 

for members of their family over many years. Going into a shop and just thinking about gifts for others, rather 

than for yourself, is a big thing and ties in so wonderfully with the whole Christmas message of giving. Our gift 

shop is a valuable event that relies entirely on the generous donations from parents and staff. 

 

The children and their teachers will gift wrap and label the items.  All presents cost £2.00 and children will be 

allowed to spend a maximum of £10.00, on up to 5 presents. 

 

 Children are now asked to bring in their shopping bags and their 

money in an envelope marked with their name and the names of the family 

members for whom they are buying gifts for the week before the shop 

opens. This will allow us to to ensure we have enough gifts of the right sort! 

These envelopes need to be in on Monday 12th December. 
 

The shop relies completely on donations from parents, gifts should be something your 

family members would like to receive, such as toiletries, stationery or toys. 

 
 Gifts can come into school in carrier bags.  

 Money raised from the Gift Shop will be used to buy additional equipment for the children, through the 

Springmead School Association committee. 



 

 

Holiday Club – 8.00 am-6.00 pm, Mon 19th to 23rd  Dec and  then Tues 3rd to Friday 6th Jan 

To make plans we now need to know what your requirements will be regarding Christmas Holiday 

Club can you please let us know days, dates and hours.                 

In fairness to everyone and in order to facilitate the holiday club for the children and parents who 

actually need it, bookings will be accepted as firm orders and invoiced whether the child attends or 

not. Apologies for the need to do this but we hope you understand the reasons. Depending on the 

demand for spaces there may still be an opportunity to book in at a later date but we won’t be able 

to guarantee a space. 

Children need to bring food for the day, including a drink, packed lunch and something for snack-

time, no nuts please. Please remember coats too!  

Please book spaces by Friday 10th December, via email, to info@springmead.com 

 

Holiday Club Charges for children registered at Springmead School are as follows: 

8.00am to 8.30am FREE  

8.30am to 3.30pm £21.00 per day  

8.30am to 1.00pm £13.75 per session                                                                                

12.30pm to 3.30pm £13.75 per session                                                                                  

3.30pm to 6.00pm £3.65 per ½ hour 

mailto:info@springmead.com


 

 

 

Mid Somerset Festival 2023 poetry performance classes (for Year 1 –Year 6)   
 

This annual public speaking competition in Bath takes place in March. We regularly have over 

fifty children taking part in the poetry performance classes. Entering the festival is exciting and a 

positive challenge.  Invaluable life skills are developed through taking the plunge and standing on 

stage to perform…this is one of those moments that Mrs Cox was talking about on last week’s 

newsletter!  
 

All children in Years 1-6 are being introduced to the poem for their class through assembly 

tomorrow and a copy is being sent to you, this is the set class poem but you can choose an 

alternative yourself; the restrictions are detailed at the top of the poem sheet should you wish to 

do this. The classes have been provisionally timetabled for Wednesday 8th March through to 

Friday 10th March 2023, but we will not know the exact timing of the classes until nearer the 

competition when the programme is released. Our children will be in several different classes 

taking place at the same time in different venues. We try to have a member of staff present 

whenever possible. 

 

Experience tells us that children like to be accompanied by their parents, or another special 

person, as it is an exciting moment to share with a close relative. Parents need to undertake to 

take their child to the competition or arrange for another adult to do so.  
 

The children need to learn the poem off by heart starting with the title and poet’s name; clarity, 

expression, standing still, voice projection and enjoyment are the ingredients the adjudicators are 

looking for! Over the years we have learnt that children who have lots of support at home 

perform particularly well in the competition and we ask for your commitment to the project. In 

addition, all participants will be given individual and group support at school.  Entries will be 

submitted over the Christmas holiday.   
 

The entry fee of £7.00 per child will be invoiced at the end of this term for children who wish to 

enter in Years 1 to 6.  Please note that once the entry form has been submitted, we are unable 

to get refunds. At this point names go into the programme so please do make sure your child is 

excited and happy to take place.  
 

Mid Somerset Festival 2023 creative writing classes (for Year 1-6)   

Again, this year we would like to invite all our children with a love of creative writing to take 

part in the competition.  A letter, via Parentmail, will be sent home before Christmas with details 

about the classes open to children in each age group, so please look out for it if you think this is 

something your child might like to do.  

If you have any concerns or questions please do not hesitate to contact me as soon as 

possible at jdickson@springmead.com  
 

Jane Dickson  

 

  

mailto:jdickson@springmead.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 children were their ‘best-selves’ on 

Tuesday evening: full of fun, good company, 

brave and in fine voice as they sang Christmas 

songs all the way through the forest! The hot 

dogs were a well-earned treat at the end of their 

two mile adventure on a moonlit night!  

 

Well done everyone and thank you to the 

grown-ups who made it possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Report Cards 

This week I have been checking over the report cards as I do at this time of year. It is great to see that 

our children have been working hard and putting in lots of effort.  

As I do each year at this point, I would like to take this opportunity to clarify the grading system that 

we use for our effort grades and what the grades stand for.  Please bear in mind that as children 

progress through their school years the expectation of them grows in terms of their independence and 

their knowledge, skills and understanding across the curriculum and the wider curriculum.   

When you are looking at the effort grades you should expect to see mainly ‘C’ grades, this means that 

your child is putting in the amount of effort that is usually expected in the classroom.  If they have a 

‘B’ then they work hard at making their work better, they always try their best and they take pride in 

what they are doing.  An ‘A’ grade is pretty hard to come by, this shows that your child is going 

above and beyond, perhaps doing extra research, digging deeper with their questioning and actively 

seeking to improve what they have done.  While we all strive to be an ‘A’ it really isn’t sustainable to 

achieve that grade in every subject every day!   

Sally Cox 

 

 

Extension Clubs 

 

We are running over 35 clubs next term and offering a wide spectrum of opportunities for 

all children with suitable differentiated activities to suit all ability levels.  

  

In addition to these 35 clubs, we are offering six extension clubs,  as a school we have 

always run extension clubs. These are for children who have shown an aptitude for a 

particular subject to give them the opportunity to really stretch them out of their comfort 

zone and offer real challenge. Invitations are based upon teacher’s recommendations, based 

on performance in class, clubs or individual lessons.  

 

We recognise that this will sometimes cause some disappointment, this has always been the 

case, but we need to get it right for everyone and that isn’t always easy! If there is a 

particular club that you feel would suit your child but feel they have been overlooked please 

always feel free to speak to me. 

 

Sally Cox 

 

  

Missing Guitar – Florence in Year 3 is missing her guitar, it is a 

pink classical guitar in a black case, if you have a guitar at home 

could you please check that it is the correct one. 



 

 

Performing Arts  

 

It's that time of the term when the children are busy 

making decisions over which extra-mural clubs to 

choose and how to split themselves in half so they can 

do everything! 

 

As children move up through the school, and begin to 

think about where they might be heading after their 

Springmead journey ends, it is worth remaining 

mindful of ways that they can ‘seize the day’ and 

embrace every opportunity offered. A busy child who 

plays an instrument, plays in a sports team, attends a 

dance class, has extra lessons in drama (the list goes 

on...) is a child who will be noticed... a child who 

stands out from the crowd for being a 'go-getter'. 

When I was at school, I was the child in 

EVERYTHING musical: I rehearsed in a 

band/choir/group every day before school, every lunchtime and every day after school as well as 

evening clubs and weekend classes. And I can think of nothing better to prepare for the endless 

multitasking that life throws at me! 

 

We are excited about the range of opportunities we can offer the children at an increasingly 

complex level, depending on their skills and aptitude (in Key Stage 2). In addition to musical  

theatre which is open to all,  next term we are continuing to offer two musical extension clubs, 

with a change of feel:- 

 

Rock School replaces Ensemble in January. This club will offer children the opportunity to work 

with a professional producer, musician and sound engineer in a recording studio, as well as 

giving them the chance to create new music and record it. We may even create a new YouTube 

channel! This club has been offered mainly to instrumentalists as an outlet for their burgeoning 

skills.  

 

Choral Group will have their first ever competition attending the Midsomerset Festival in March. 

This club has been offered to singers who have lessons or have shown a high level of singing 

talent. 

 

Hannah Drury  

 

 



 

 

Science in a Shoebox 2023 
Science Fair for Years 3 – 6 

Friday 27th January   

Beckington Village Hall 

 

 

As old hands know, one of the major highlights of the 

Springmead Calendar is the annual Science Fair. Again this 

year it is taking place in January so the three week break at 

Christmas would be a great time to get started! 

 

All children in Years 3 – 6 have the opportunity to present a science project to younger children, 

peers, parents and staff. As well as providing an opportunity to get really involved in an extended 

science project it gives the children a super opportunity to ‘present’ to a wide range of people. 

 

Children: you will need to choose an aspect of Science. How the information is presented is up 

to you! It could be through a practical activity or investigation, a poster explaining how to look 

after a particular animal, a short presentation on a laptop – the possibilities are endless!  

You will need to do a risk assessment too, please do not include dangerous items and materials 

without prior discussion with teachers (on the day is too late).   
 

However, the challenge is to make sure that your display is no bigger than a shoebox! 

 

You are expected to work on your project at home. You may work with a partner, but take into 

consideration that you will need to find time, out of school, to meet together to organise the work. 

If you need any help in deciding on a topic, then please speak to your class teacher. If this is your 

first time at preparing for the science fair, then maybe you could present your project on 

something that you have recently done in class. 

 

How you present your project is as important as what you have produced. 

As this is your chance to speak clearly and carefully on your chosen subject, please rehearse how 

you would deliver your answers to any questions on your project. 

 

Children will need to bring their finished projects to the village hall to set up on Friday 27th 

January between 8:00am and 8:30am. During the morning you will be able to share your projects 

with peers. Parents are invited to the Science Fair between 1:30pm and 3:00pm. Projects and 

children can be collected from the village hall between 3:00pm and 3:30pm. 
 

NO school bags are needed on this day.  

Children will come back to school for lunch and a change of pace!  

After school clubs will run as usual for those wishing to attend.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sports News 
 

 

 

  
Well done to everyone who completed the Elf Run whether it was at school or 
at home! The total raised for Dorothy House so far is: £975.70 this is a really 
amazing amount. Please remember to bring in the rest of your sponsorship 
money if you haven’t done so already! 

 

 
 
 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 – Sports and 
Football Club 
On Monday, in football and sports club, we practiced 
kicking at a target. The children loved this and even had 
a go at defending and attacking. 
 

 

If you have any queries about PE that can directed to the 

PE staff rather than your child’s class teacher, or you 

need information about fixtures, please use our direct 

email address, as follows:  pedepartment@springmead.com  

Emma Lindley 

 

mailto:pedepartment@springmead.com


 

 

Swimming 

 

Team Bath AS swimming club based at the University of Bath have announced an exciting opportunity for 

swimmers aged 7-10 who would like to improve their swimming and are maybe thinking they would like to 

join a club in the future. The 'Pathway' programme consists of a 10 week block of 45 minute sessions on a 

Saturday afternoon and is open to swimmers aged 7-10 who can comfortably swim 50m of 3 strokes.  

 

The objective is to maximise development over the 10 week block and ends with a coach assessment of the 

swimmers progress and next steps. This could be another pathway block, joining the Team Bath AS 

swimming club, or joining the Team Bath Tribe swimming programme. 

 

There will be trials held on the 7th and 14th of January 2023 and if you would like to book a place please 

contact Cara Dowding at academy.coordinator@teambathas.co.uk places are limited. 

Hannah Tondoro for doing amazing work on her backstroke. 

 

Super swimmer of the week: Hannah Tondoro for doing amazing work on her backstroke. 

 

To fit in all other events we will not be swimming next week. Assessments for this term’s swimming will be 

sent home next week.  

 

Sarah Cozens  

 
Praise Certificates  

The following children received praise certificates this week 

DUCKLINGS 

(YN) 

Edith English Dedieu – for always being a smiley and enthusiastic Duckling! 

Ted Harbour Cowles – for being a super tidier and always following the Springmead 

Way. 

HEDGEHOGS  

(YR) 

Cora Drury – for working really hard on her writing skills. 

Corinne Barnard – for being an all-round super star in class and always following the 

Springmead Way. 

RABBITS 

(Y1) 

Harrison Harbour Lilley – for being a great tidier all the time. 

Esther Foster Jones – for quick learning in maths. 

Otto Clark – for his Christmas art. 

OTTERS 

(Y2) 

Beau Baker – for great discussion about the Christmas story in RE. 

Mary Drury – for such beautiful singing in our nativity. 

Darcey Jamieson – for reading and performing with such super expression and 

enthusiasm. 

BADGERS 

(Y3) 

Woody Harbour Cowles – for super focus on grouping and sharing in maths. 

Alexander Hurst – for demonstrating focus and determination in science. 

SQUIRRELS 

(Y4) 

Rose Wilson – for a brilliant opening to her myth.  

Iggy Doonan – for demonstrating confidence during our coding lessons.  

Rufus Ryan – for showing such enthusiasm during our theme lessons. 

OWLS 

(Y5) 

Milo Dennis – for showing great focus and commitment to his learning this week. 

Jess Harrington – for her excellent effort and determination in maths. 

EAGLES 

(Y6) 

Skye Hillman – for a fantastic effort working on her times tables skills. 

Phoebe Fisher – for her continued reliability and helpfulness as a Springmead 

Ambassador. 
 

mailto:academy.coordinator@teambathas.co.uk


 

 

  

 

The Springmead Reading Award 

 
Please send a photograph of reading award sheets to Johanna Robinson 

(jrobinson@springmead.com) by Wednesday each week, for inclusion in the newsletter. 

Emerald  Ruby  Sapphire  Amethyst  Diamond  Copper  Bronze  Silver 

Platinum  Gold Gold Plus (over 100 books)  

 

 

Emerald  

        Caleb Newman 

Hannah Tondoro 

Florence Morgan 

Lily Hurst 

Quade Ballinger  

 

Arlo Hinder 

Angelo Hinder  

Aubree Ballinger 

Elliott Barnard  

Ruby     

              William Thomas 

Charlotte Morrell 

Ida Mae Hall 

Everly Ballinger 

Holly Davis 

Freya Gripper 

Scarlett Baker 

Harry Amies 

Ava Curran 

 

 

Alfred Maggs 

Mathilde English Dedieu  

William Tucker 

Cora Drury 

Iggy Doonan 

Ines Curran 

Annabel Pereira 

Rose Wilson 
 

Sapphire  

             Hebe Hughes Potashnick 

Beau Baker 

       Flor Hughes Potashnick 

 

Amethyst        

                                     Reuben Costello 

Tristan Eagle 

Reuben Costello 

Diamond                    

                          Izzy Mitchell 

 

Copper                         

                                         Mary Drury 

Corinne Barnard 

Bronze Silver 

 

Platinum           

                 Ada Ruggiero Jansch 

Owen Ruggiero Jansch 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
After the excitement of the Nativity 
preparations and performance, this 
morning we enjoyed a beautiful 
winter sensory walk to the castle-
across-the-road.   It is wonderful to 
have time to slow down and 
observe with the children the 
changes in nature the cold has 
brought.  We talked about the 
frozen grass, touching it with our 
fingers, to feel the frost and made 
footprints on it.  At the pond, we 
inspected the ice, with the children 
delighting at picking up slithers to 
show each other.  We walked over 
to the field where last summer we 
watched the young calves 
inquisitively inspecting the 
children, to find it empty, but 
noticed bright rosehips and 
feathers of ice poking up from the posts.  Moving over to the wildlife pond we speculated with the 
children on why this pond was more frozen that the formal pond, why was the ice thicker? What 
would happen when the sun came around?  We discussed ways to keep safe near ice. The children 
came up with great answers, which we talked through, scaffolding their half-formed thoughts and 
ideas to develop their understanding.   Giving children time to answer and explore their knowledge is 
an important role of the practitioner.  Breaking the surface of the ice, we collected the shards and the 
children had great fun throwing them into the middle so they cracked and stayed on the 
surface.  Why did the ice stay there, we asked?  Simple questions like these are an important way to 
build language and communication.  Let the children speak and answer with an adult answering for 
them - it is all in a day's work in nursery!  

Please enjoy our short film: 

Winter Walk https://youtu.be/8vSIh76_OCY 

Shirley Offer, Nursery Manager  

https://youtu.be/8vSIh76_OCY


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What a wonderful week we have had in 
Hedgehogs. We are all feeling very 

festive. 🎄 

 
We started the week sharing our 
version of the very first Christmas, 
performing to the whole school and 
then two performances for our loved 
ones. The children blew me away with 
their enthusiasm and joy when 
performing. What a magical experience 
for all. We captured a little of the 
experience on the day for you to enjoy 
and of course our wonderful film, 
narrated beautifully by the Hedgehogs.  

 
https://youtu.be/HAxScTsKYxQ 
 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=VNvVJLGTtks 
 
We have been very busy in our classroom 
too, enjoying a new festive role play, Santa's 
Grotto including an elf wrapping station, a 
small world Christmas world, snowflake 
making to practise our scissor skills and 
more playdough fun!  
 
We have also been learning about 
Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights. We have 
loved learning how to play spin the dreidel, 
making our own Star of David and learning 
all about the Maccabees. We are also 
looking forward to hosting a Hanukkah 
celebration and inviting the Ducklings to 
join too.  
 

Charlotte Munckton, Reception  

 

https://youtu.be/HAxScTsKYxQ
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=VNvVJLGTtks


 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We are well and truly thundering towards the end of term 

and we have some very excited Rabbits.  

Despite this they are still putting their heads down and 

doing some wonderful work. We are recapping all the 

sounds we have learnt this term in phonics, they have 

come so far! 

 

We are continuing to learn and understand 2D and 3D 

shapes and are freely sharing everyday shapes we see, we 

have also been making pictures out of 2D shapes. We 

finished off writing diaries as one of the shepherds in the 

nativity. Their writing is really coming on and we are 

working hard at putting everything we have learnt into it. 

We have been very busy with lots of Christmas crafts and 

have enjoyed making traditional paper chains and a 

Gingerbread-man paper chain to decorate the classroom.  

 

The Christmas play is coming together amazingly and we 

can’t wait to show you all next week. We have put 

together a very quick 12 days of Christmas for you which 

we will post soon. It started off very sensibly and then the 

excitement and true characters soon came out! 

 

Looking forward to spending the last week of term and 

being part of the build up with the amazing Rabbits! 
 

Jemma Stickley, Year 1 

 

  



 

 

 

 

We've had another lovely week in 

Otters as we prepare for 

Christmas.  We've continued to 

rehearse our Christmas nativity and 

the children loved trying on their 

costumes and having their photos 

taken by Jon, the photographer (we 

will share all of these next week …so 

we don’t spoil the surprise!)   

 

We have made a super start on our 

Christmas wreaths, shaping the 

willow into circles and tying with 

florist wire. We made stars out of clay 

and decorated with bio-degradable 

sparkly glitter which will adorn the 

wreaths. We will be off foraging for 

ivy to wrap around the wreaths and 

will tie berries and dried oranges on 

them too, all ready to hang up in time 

for Christmas!   

 

 

 

The Otters enjoyed making 

delicious chocolate chip 

shortbread - I hope they tasted as 

wonderful as they 

smelled!  They made a great job 

at practicing their knife skills 

chopping the butter and 

chocolate and were very 

professional at rubbing the 

ingredients together.  I think we 

may have some future 

contestants for The Great British 

Bake Off in the class! 

 

In PSHE we've been discussing how each one of us matters.  We read the fantastic book, 'You 

Matter' by the author and illustrator, Christian Robinson.  We all loved the dedication written at 

the beginning of the book, 'For anyone who isn't sure if they matter.  You do.'  It sums up the 

book perfectly and led to a discussion about why we matter and who we matter to, such as 

families, friends, teachers, and the world.  One child said very poignantly, that we should matter 

to ourselves.  At Springmead, we know how important it is that each and every child knows that 

they are cared for, listened to and valued.  Whether young or old or somewhere in between, it is 

such an important message to know that you do indeed matter. 

 

 Georgina Boyden, Year 2 



 

 

 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

It’s been a challenging week for all the Badgers!  As well as having to delve into the depths of 

grouping, sharing and repeating addition in Maths, the class has had to use and apply these skills 

in Science, History and DT.    

Finding out about animals, including humans, is 

fascinating. It is not until everyone begins to ask questions 

such as, ‘why do we have skeletons?’ ‘which are the 

strongest bones in the body?’ or ‘what do all the different 

bones do?’ that through a variety of investigations and 

research, the questions can be answered.  Building a 

skeleton using marshmallows and cocktail sticks, with 

fellow scientists, was an interesting, not to mention tricky, 

task which required technique and teamwork.  The 

Badgers loved sharing their results.  

Going Viking has become a well-used turn of phrase in 

Year 3, meaning “those who embody the adventuresome 

and bold spirit of the Vikings by inspiring their 

communities to explore and discover new frontiers with 

courage and determination.”  The Badgers have stepped 

into the worlds of the Anglo Saxons and Vikings to find 

out why they came, how and what happened.  The first port 

of call was how they arrived.  Sailing magnificently designed sea-faring long boats the Vikings 

were able to travel the world.  Similarly, everyone built their own long boat following 

instructions by folding paper to create these sea-worthy sailing ships.  Many of the class had a 

taster of going Viking by venturing on the Night Hike and what a fantastic time was had, as well 

as a great feeling of achievement.  Brilliant Badgers, keep on asking questions and seeking 

answers.  

 

Jane Dickson, Year 3 
 
  



 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Following our research into the Trojan war, this week the Squirrels have been writing diary 

entries. They had to think about what a diary entry entails, and used success criteria to support 

them. The success criteria listed what I wanted to see in their work. This is a good way to ensure 

that the children know what's expected of them too. It also encourages children to challenge 

themselves and think carefully about how they structure their work. I was really impressed with 

their chronological ordering of events, descriptive language and use of the grammatical 

influences we have looked at over the year so far. The children have also been working on their 

proof reading using a green pen to show corrections within their work - such a vital skill!  

 

In Science, we have finished off our theme of ‘dangers to living things’. The children were tasked 

with a 'quest'. They had to identify the likely impact of a house-building programme on living 

things in a pond and evaluate two possible ways to reduce the effects of the changes. 

 

A super week Year 4!  

 

Stacey Watson, Year 4  
 

 

  



 

 

  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Owls have shown wonderful determination and 
enthusiasm this week taking part in both the Elf 
Run and Night Hike. The children displayed great 
teamwork, supporting one another to be resilient 
and try their best. We have been really getting in the 
festive spirit this week at Springmead, with the 
decorations going up on Monday and having the 
opportunity to watch the KS1 nativity rehearsal on 
Tuesday. This has all linked nicely to our RE topic 
about the meaning of Christmas as we have been 
discussing why we celebrate Christmas and sharing 
our different traditions. Next week, we will continue 
to delve into Christmas celebrations with our carol 
service, Christmas plays and the Christmas party! 
In English this week, the children have been getting 
creative predicting what the ending to our class story 
could be. They have turned these predictions into wonderful, engaging narratives that were a real 
treat to read! Well done to all of you for working so hard on these, it is so great to see the 
progress that you have already made in this first term. 
We also continued exploring our theme of Ancient Egypt in History as the children had the 
opportunity to write in hieroglyphics. They enjoyed learning about the different symbols and 
how these correspond with letters in our alphabet. 
Well done Owls for another great week, it is so lovely to see your enthusiasm for learning and 
discovering more about the world around you.  

  

Lydia Adams, Year 5 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eagles enjoyed another brilliant bushcraft session this week. 

With the coming of the cold weather (the frozen pond provided 

a very wintry backdrop), we moved the theory element into the 

cabin and enjoyed the warmth of the log burner before heading 

outside for the practical elements. This session was based 

around simple but effective campcraft activities that can allow 

us to thrive in the outdoor environment.  

 

The children worked collaboratively with Mrs Hotson and Miss 

Robinson to build and use a basic loom in order to weave 

elephant grass to create a simple sleeping mat. 

 

Using their developing knife skills, the Eagles created 

individual candle holders that would help provide light 

and safety in a camp. 

 

Mr Hotson demonstrated how to make string from 

natural materials in order make more effective camp 

gadgets and enable better storage and carrying options. 

 

The class we also afforded time in order to continue 

developing their fire lighting skills with the zirconium 

rods and a range of tinders. 

 

A fantastic session of outdoor learning involving multiple elements of the national curriculum - 

history, science, maths and DT, plus so many of our BLP learning skills - collaboration, 

perseverance, noticing, imitation and making links.  

 

We wish we could do bushcraft every day! 

Nick Munckton, Year 6  

 



 

 

Out of School Achievements 

 

Do share your child’s out of school news and successes with us so we can celebrate. 

Please email details to scox@springmead.com and mtaylor@springmead.com    

 

Sally Cox  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Springmead School 

Castle Corner, Beckington, Somerset BA11 6TA 

01373 831555  info@springmead.com  www.springmead.com 

 
Directors: M. Taylor & J. Beardsley 

Taypenny Schools Ltd. Registered office:  

4 Beaufort Way, Bath, BA1 6QB 

Registered in England No. 3090822 

 

‘Springmead School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 

and expects all staff and volunteers to share this legal and moral responsibility’. 

 
 

mailto:scox@springmead.com
mailto:mtaylor@springmead.com
mailto:info@springmead.com
http://www.springmead.com/

