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Springmead Newsletter 

No. 8 ~ 2022/23 

Thursday 10th November 2022 

Dear Parents,  

It was inspiring to see so very many pupils back on stage at the Athenaeum Theatre on Friday 

evening, performing to a full house the children were quite remarkable. Thank you Charlotte, 

Hannah, staff and parents who made it possible, but most especially, thank you to our brave and 

talented children who embraced our ‘Seize the Day’ mantra to the full.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Showcase  

        2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the rehearsal day Jon from David Wiltshire  

Photography was able to take some candid  

Shots of some of the acts they can be viewed 

here:  https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjAek49 

 
 

Kerren Marshall is busy editing the footage 
filmed on the night and we shall share this with 
you in due course.  

https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjAek49


 

 

 

 

 

Awe and Wonder 

“Wow" moments 

stimulate curiosity, 

imagination and 

invention and bring huge 

delight and exhilaration -

they are fundamentally 

important to our 

development as humans. 

Giving children the 

opportunity to experience 

and recognise them is 

inherent in a well-

rounded education.  As a 

school we nurture these 

magical moments every 

day in simple acts: 

stopping to appreciate a 

rainbow; sharing science 

discoveries at the annual 

science fair; sharing and 

delighting in the wonders 

of creation. This week our younger children, from Nursery to Year 1, had a special ‘awe and 

wonder’ moment when standing at the foot of Wells Cathedral and contemplating its sheer 

vastness, then being able to see and fully appreciate Luke Jerram’s ‘Stewards of the Earth’ 

project inside. Please take a moment to enjoy this beautiful short film of the day which captures 

the essence of awe and wonder on the trip :  

https://youtu.be/ePVvaAgmYVw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/ePVvaAgmYVw


 

 

 
 

  

Whole School Visit from Wessex Water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sam Russon’s visit was exciting, full and varied. The children 
explored the importance of water and why it is so precious 
to us.  Sam led sessions in each class from the nursery to 
Year 6.  She explored the role of Wessex Water and the 
responsibilities that they have in ensuring that the water 
that comes out of our taps is clean.  She talked about the 
planet’s water supply and looked at liquids, gases and 
temperatures. She created simple experiments for the 
children in all year groups to expand their knowledge and 
introduced concepts such as saving water, 150 litres per 
person in the UK per day is far too much and we need to 
save water where we can!  
 
Some children created degradable investigations with baby 
wipes versus toilet paper, others made 'sewage soup'.   These 
simple practical enquiries involving spotting and making 

predictions, comparisons, similarities, and differences,  helped the children draw conclusions, 
explain their knowledge to their class and teachers and made the lessons memorable and 
exciting.    

 

 

 

 

Children in Need, Friday 18th November 

 

Children are invited to participate in our Children in Need 

fundraiser on Friday 18th November by wearing mufti for a cash 

donation.  Year 3 will need to wear their uniforms to remain 

smart and easily identifiable on their trip to Bath but may show 

their support and wear mufti on Wednesday 16th . 

Please dig deep for this worthy cause!  

 

Being able to recognise how we can support others through simple acts is 

inherent to our school values and your support is always much appreciated.  



 

 

                                                      Poppy Appeal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your donations for poppies, tomorrow we will observe 

a short silence as a mark of respect.  
 

 Installation video:  https://youtu.be/UVrb4odX56Y 

 

 

This exciting event is for our older children in Years 

3-6 who will experience the magic of the night sky as 

they walk through Longleat Forest, in the dark with 

glow sticks, torches and much enjoyment (another 

awe and wonder opportunity). 

Important Information for Parents: 

• This event is for Springmead pupils in Year 3 

and above only 

• Please drop off your child at Shearwater car park 

(map sent previously and will be resent sent next 

week) for a prompt 6.30pm start; the walk will 

finish at approx. 7.45pm at Shearwater  

• At the end of the walk hotdogs and drinks will 

be provided for the children 

• The walk will be supervised by school staff 

• Children should wear warm clothes with a 

waterproof jacket and suitable footwear 

(walking boots, wellies or  trainers) 

• The walk will go ahead, whatever the weather, 

unless conditions are dangerous 

• Children can bring a small torch. 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/UVrb4odX56Y


 

 

Sports News 

 

Reception PE lessons 

This week, in PE, the 

Hedgehogs took part in a 

dance lesson inspired by 

Bonfire Night. The children 

used scarves and explored 

different ways of moving to 

the Katy Perry song  – 

Firework. The scarves were 

used as ‘fireworks; spinning  

around like Catherine 

Wheels, bouncing along the 

ground like firecrackers and 

being thrown high into the 

air like rockets. We had so 

much fun! 

 

Year 3 and 4 Hockey Fixtures vs Beckington 

(home) 

On Monday we welcomed Beckington School 

for a friendly hockey match. With a lot of the 

children new to competitive hockey we started 

with some simple passing skills and a ‘debrief’ 

about the rules of play.  

The children were excited to get started. The 7 v 

7 game was underway. Springmead got off to an 

unfortunate start conceding a goal early on in the 

game. However, this didn’t stop them and their 

determination shone through. Three excellent 

goals later and Springmead were victorious!  

 

Some excellent hockey played by Jack, Rufus 

and Noah. Well done, boys! 

Result: 4-1 

 

Upcoming fixtures and events… 

Monday 14th November – Year 3/4 girls Hockey 

vs Warminster (all girls) 

Monday 21st November – Year 3/4 boy football 

vs Warminster (all boys) 

Monday 28th November – Year 3/4 girls hockey vs Stonar (all girls) 

Wednesday 30th November – Year 5/6 boy Football vs Warminster (all boys) 

Monday 5th December – Elf Run 

 

If you have any queries about PE that can directed to the PE staff rather than your child’s class 

teacher, or you need information about fixtures, please use our direct email address, as follows:  

pedepartment@springmead.com  

Emma Lindley 

mailto:pedepartment@springmead.com


 

 

Swimming 

On Wednesday Springmead had a team of five swimmers compete at the South West ISA 

swimming gala. All the children did really well and every single child improved their time from 

the trials that we did a few weeks ago. There was some very stiff competition, but the swimmers 

all showed great skill, determination and effort in all their races. Congratulations to Ava Curran, 

Ava Pellow, Felix Millard, Lily Hurst and Oliver Keirle you all did a superb job! 

 

Super swimmer of the week: Felix Millard for showing great resilience and determination in all 

his races, especially when his goggles fell off, he didn't let that stop him from still trying his 

hardest and improving his time by 4 seconds! 

 

If you would like to speak to a member of the swimming team, please feel free to call me, Sarah 

Cozens, at school between 9:00am and 10:00am every Thursday, alternatively you can email me 

at scozens@springmead.com. Please note I usually only pick up these emails on Thursdays. For 

pastoral issues related to swimming, please speak to the class teacher as they are around much 

more during the week. 

 

Sarah Cozens  

 
 
 

Praise Certificates  
The following children received praise certificates this week 

DUCKLINGS 

(YN) 
Ted Harbour- Cowles – his enthusiasm for all art activities. 

Mia Morris  - using her cutlery correctly at lunch time.  
HEDGEHOGS  

(YR) 

Flor Hughes Potashnick – her speedy progress with her blending skills for reading. 

Bronte Tisdale – excellent artistic skills creating a super firework picture. 

RABBITS 

(Y1) 
Milo Clark - for applying knowledge of number bonds in Maths. 

Gabriella Moore - for super perseverance.  
OTTERS 

(Y2) 
James Cummins – for brilliant work in maths counting in 3’s! 

Aubree Ballinger – for such super reading and always trying your best. 

BADGERS 

(Y3) 
Florence Morgan – for an amazing poetry performance. 

Alex Farley – being his best self at the athletics fixture. 

Tristan Eagle – for amazing work on adverbs. 

James Wesley – for being so enthusiastic about Roman gods and goddesses. 
SQUIRRELS 

(Y4) 

Scarlett Baker – for her use of similes in her descriptive writing. 

Mabel Munckton – for great work on 2 step word problems. 

Seth Woods – for confident work using inference to answer comprehension questions. 
OWLS 

(Y5) 

Milo Dennis – for showing a positive and resilient attitude in Maths this week when 

solving trickier word problems.  

Beatrice Marshall – for being so enthusiastic and motivated in English, she has been so 

engaged with our class story and it has been lovely to hear her sharing her innovative 

and creative ideas with the rest of the class. 
EAGLES 

(Y6) 
Ruben Percival Caddis – positive approach to long division in maths. 

Harry Fraser – lovely block printing preparation work in art. 

 



 

 

The Springmead Reading Award 

 
Please send a photograph of reading award sheets to Johanna Robinson 

(jrobinson@springmead.com) by Wednesday each week, for inclusion in the newsletter. 

 

Emerald  Ruby  Sapphire  Amethyst  Diamond  Copper  Bronze  Silver 

Platinum  Gold 

Gold Plus (over 100 books)  

Emerald 

Ava Curran 

Holly Davis 

Caleb Newman 

Hannah Tondoro 

Florence Morgan 

Lily Hurst 

Cora Drury 

Quade Ballinger  

Annabel Pereira 

Scarlett Baker 

Rose Wilson 

William Tucker 

Arlo Hinder 

Angelo Hinder  

Aubree Ballinger 

Harry Amies 

Freya Gripper 

Ruby 
Izzy Mitchell 

Flor Hughes Potashnick 

Hebe Hughes Potashnick 

William Thomas 

Charlotte Morrell 

Beau Baker 

Ida Mae Hall 

Everly Ballinger 

Iggy Doonan 

Ines Curran 

Alfred Maggs 

 

 

 

 

 

Sapphire   

Corinne Barnard 
Tristan Eagle 

Amethyst  
Mary Drury 

Reuben Costello 

 

Diamond 

 

Copper 

Ada Ruggiero Jansch 

Owen Ruggiero Jansch 



 

 

WE ARE NOW COLLECTING GIFTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Christmas Gift Shop 

 

The children at Springmead have relished the experience of going to the 

Christmas Gift Shop and buying presents for members of their family over many 

years. Going into a shop and just thinking about gifts for others, rather than for 

yourself, is a very big thing and ties in so wonderfully with the whole Christmas 

message of giving. Our gift shop is a valuable event that relies entirely on the 

generous donations from parents and staff. 

 

This year the Gift Shop will work as follows: 

• The shop will be open on Thursday 15th December for children to select 

presents for their family  

• The children and their teachers will gift wrap and label the items.  

• All presents cost £2.00, children are allowed to spend a maximum of 

£10.00, on up to 5 presents. 

• Children will be asked to bring in their shopping money in an envelope 

marked with their name and the names of the family members for whom 

they are buying gifts, the week before the shop opens. This will help us to 

ensure we have enough gifts of the right sort!  

• Gifts can come into school in carrier bags from now onwards 

• Money raised from the Gift Shop will be used to buy additional equipment 

for the children, through the Springmead School Association committee. 

 

 

The shop relies completely on donations from parents, gifts should be 

something your family members would like to receive, such as toiletries, 

stationery or toys. 
 



 

 

 

From the teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Nursery, have explored Remembrance Day, and are noticing Poppies everywhere!   We talked about 
the meaning of poppies and created a huge installation which the children were very excited about.  We 
measured the space and measured the wire, estimating how many poppies we would need to fill it.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The children learnt about the 
importance of drinking water 
with Sam from Wessex Water 
and learnt the basics of the 
water cycle and where water 
goes when we flush the toilet 
and wash our hands.  All 
fascinating concepts to a three 
year old.  The children had lots 
of questions and were keen to 
share what they knew.    
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/UVrb4odX56Y Poppy Installation 
 

https://youtu.be/can1s_ypf8E Friday Fun 
 

https://youtu.be/JAJhTP8PKEE Happy Days 

Shirley Offer, Nursery 

 

https://youtu.be/UVrb4odX56Y
https://youtu.be/can1s_ypf8E
https://youtu.be/JAJhTP8PKEE


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What an exciting week we have had 

in Hedgehogs. We started the week 

creating our latest remembrance day 

installation with the Ducklings, 

creating beautiful poppies out of 

material and wiring them to some 

chicken wire which created a 

wonderful archway over the front 

door. We talked about why we wear 

poppies and the importance of 

remembering all those who lost their 

lives, including the animals.  

 

We then had Sam from Wessex 

Water in to teach us all about water, 

why it is so important to us and how 

we can save on water. The children 

loved being 'real scientists' and 

investigating and observing water 

they were so excited to share their 

findings with each other. It was lovely to have a visitor in and the children listened beautifully, 

engaging with the tasks and answering the questions enthusiastically.  

 

It was also our school trip this week and we went to visit Wells Cathedral and the wonderful Gaia 

exhibition they have there. It was a real awe and wonder moment and the Hedgehogs thought it 

was just magical! They really blew me away with their listening skills, concentration and ability 

to ask interesting questions. We had a brilliant tour around the Cathedral where we spotted 

different animals all around, we really had to use our observation and noticing skills. We also got 

to see the wonderful clock which is one of the oldest in the world...as 12 o'clock struck the 

children saw the knights spinning round and the clock chiming. In fact the children burst into 

applause when it finished. What a wonderful day.  

 

Poppy installation: https://youtu.be/UVrb4odX56Y 

Wells Cathedral trip:   https://youtu.be/ePVvaAgmYVw 

 

Charlotte Munckton, Reception  

 

 

https://youtu.be/UVrb4odX56Y
https://youtu.be/ePVvaAgmYVw


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It has been a very busy week in 
the warren – again!  
 
The children had a creative 
writing morning in which they 
learnt about Guy Fawkes and 
wrote a story board about the 
Gunpowder Plot. They also wrote 
some wonderful acrostic poems 
about fireworks which we have 
proudly hanging in the classroom. 
They created some beautiful 
firework paintings and some 
bonfire oil pastel pictures. 
 
In maths the children are 
continuing to develop their 
mathematical skills and 
knowledge and are diving deeper into number bonds within 10. They are recognising the number 
bonds of different numbers and developing their own strategies to help them specifically. 
 
 
On Friday some of the children performed in the school Showcase and they did a fantastic job! It 
was a pleasure to see them on the stage. 
 
 
We have started to learn our Christmas play and songs.  The children are doing a great job 
reading their lines, learning songs and knowing where and when they are speaking!  
 
 
We were lucky enough to have a visit from Bristol Water which was fantastic! They children took 
part in some hands on experiments and were very impressive with their scientific knowledge and 
vocabulary when answering and asking questions. 
 

Jemma Stickley, Year 1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week the children have been learning 

more about World War One.  They 

listened well to each other's thoughts on 

war and asked some really poignant 

questions.  They looked at videos and 

pictures of soldiers in the trenches and 

learnt how hard it must have been for the 

men there.  They listened to the poem 'For 

the Fallen' by Robert Laurence Binyon 

and 'In Flanders Fields' by John 

McCrae.  They then went on to write their 

own poems and painted watercolour 

pictures of fields of poppies.  Knowing 

the history of why we wear poppies has 

given new meaning to the children as they have been 

busy selling them throughout the school. 

 

During our Go Explore session this week, we went to 

St George's churchyard and looked at the names 

written in memory of the soldiers from 

Beckington.  We also went around the church and 

admired all the poppies that have been 

crocheted.  Afterwards we continued on our walk, 

blessed to be greeted by the beautiful horse who was 

delighted with the attention she received from the 

Otters.  Back at school, the children got rather messy 

making some pine cone bird feeders.  I hope the 

birds are enjoying them! 

 

The visit from Wessex Water was a real hit with the children! They thoroughly enjoyed learning 

all about why it is so important to drink water and how we also get water from the food we 

eat.  They particularly liked squeezing the chopped-up cucumber to see just how much water 

came out. 

 

Georgina Boyden, Year 2 

 



 

 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another amazing week in Badgers!  As well as learning all 

about column addition and subtraction, exchanging and 

problem-solving in maths, the class has encountered a huge 

variety of experiences.  Our week began with super Sam, from 

Wessex Water, giving a full, fun hands-on time raising 

awareness of everything to do with drains, water and top tips for 

doing the right thing with anything to do with water.  

The Romans brought many things to Britain, including a fine 

and tasty bread made with spelt.  On asking if anyone knew 

what this was, an upstanding Badger explained it was when a 

word had been written and was, therefore, 

spelt.  Brilliant!  With such simple ingredients, a delicious and 

remarkably light delectation was created and consumed.  

On the same theme, the Romans were remarkable for creating 

things which helped make life easier, including long-lasting 

sandals for the marching soldiers.  Not to be beaten, the 

Badgers planned and created some fine footwear using just 

newspaper and masking tape.  It was not as easy as it looked, 

but with some problem-solving thinking the class produced 

some imaginative, stylish and stunning shoes.    

What an amazing set of Badgers, grasping everything and 

giving everything a go.  Brilliant!  

 

Jane Dickson, Year 3 

 

 

 

  



 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week, the Squirrels split into two groups, one 

group were Athenians, the other were Spartans. After 

a lesson looking at the positives and negatives of each 

city state, the Squirrels took part in a gentle debate. It 

was lovely to see them speaking confidently and using 

eye contact, using persuasive language, evidence and 

facts, and challenging their debating partner in a 

respectful manner. 

 

In ICT this half term, we’re focusing on coding. In 

particular, the use of variables. This week the children 

blew me away when learning how computers use 

variables to count things and keep track of what is 

going on, through creating simple games which use a 

score variable. 

 

We’re coming to the end of our addition and 

subtraction block in maths. The children have worked really hard using column 

subtraction and addition, and applying it to complex word problems.  

 

On Friday we’re off to the Holburne Museum for our ‘Going Greek’ session. The 

Squirrels can’t wait… stay tuned, as we will fill you in on our adventures on the next 

newsletter!  
 

Stacey Watson , Year 4  

  



 

 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Owls have had another great week exploring our 

theme of Ancient Egypt. We have begun to 

research the life of Tutankhamun and will be using 

this information to create factfiles about his life. This has tied in nicely with our class story 

‘Secrets of a Sun King’, which has involved the archaeologist, Howard Carter, and his search for 

Tutankhamun’s lost tomb. It is wonderful to see the children so engaged with our topic and 

finding such excitement in unearthing events from the past.  

The children were also visited by Wessex Water this week, who led the children in an experiment 

about the process of water filtration. I was immensely proud to see the children working 

scientifically, remembering key scientific concepts such as variables, fair tests and the process of 

the water cycle. We also learned about the importance in conserving as much water as possible 

by ensuring it is not wasted unnecessarily. The children thought about some of the daily tasks 

they do and were shocked to discover the amount of water that some of these involve!  

We have also been having fun this week with some coding on Scratch. The children all managed 

to create their own ‘Sprite’, which they will be using as a character in their own game! I am so 

excited to see how this develops over the next few weeks as we delve deeper into our learning 

about coding and algorithms. Another busy week Owls but as always, it is such a pleasure to see 

your positive and enthusiastic approach to your learning and I am hugely excited for the next few 

weeks!  

 Lydia Adams, Year 5 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

With Mr Munckton out on maths training I 

had the privilege of joining our Year 6 as 

they headed off to Trudoxhill for Bushcraft. 

Today’s theme was knife skills. Over the 

course of the session the children learnt lots 

of theory including origin, types and uses. 

As importantly Mark sensitively handled 

issues over safety and appropriate carrying 

of knives (and where we should absolutely 

not have knives). The children competently 

took notes for their journals, using literacy 

skills as well as science skills! The new 

vocabulary they took on in this one session 

alone was astounding.    

 

After the theory session the children all 

thoroughly enjoyed the practical work with 

Lucy and Mark and were able to apply 

skills that Mark had demonstrated. The 

children’s comments included:-  

 

‘That was so cool’ 
 

‘We had a great day and we got to 

learn how to use a knife safely’ 
 

‘We made cool tent pegs’ 
 

‘I learnt so much information today, including loads of maths and new words’.  

 

These children are utterly privileged to have time so much time, over a whole year, with real 

experts who are so very passionate about their subject….and in the beautiful setting of the 

Countrylore Bushcraft base. Thank you once again Mark and Lucy, and thank you Year 6, it was 

a pleasure to spend time with you.  
 

Madeleine Taylor, Year 6 

 



 

 

Out of School Achievements 

Owen Ruggiero-Jansch has been awarded a Silver Blue Peter Badge for raising money for Fair 

Frome Food Bank, busking- using his singing and guitar skills for the benefit of others. We are 

really proud of you Owen and for the support of your little sister, Ada, with the singing!  

Ava Pellow was part of the U12 Girls team from Team Bath Buccaneers that played in the  

Under 12 Girls Avon County In2Hockey tournament at Clifton yesterday.  They won all three 

games, despite the rain, and now go onto the regional finals.  Super news Ava, well done! 

 

Do please share your child’s out of school news and successes with us so we can celebrate. Please 

email details to mtaylor@springmead.com and scox@springmead.com   

 

 

Sally Cox  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Springmead School 

Castle Corner, Beckington, Somerset BA11 6TA 

01373 831555  info@springmead.com  www.springmead.com 

 
Directors: M. Taylor & J. Beardsley 

Taypenny Schools Ltd. Registered office:  

4 Beaufort Way, Bath, BA1 6QB 

Registered in England No. 3090822 

 

‘Springmead School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 

and expects all staff and volunteers to share this legal and moral responsibility’. 
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