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Springmead Newsletter 

No. 3 ~ 2022/23 

Thursday 22nd September 2022 

Dear Parents,  

 

There has been a real sense of purpose in the school this week as the children take up the mantle of 

new expectations placed upon them in their classes, clubs and roles. Madeleine and I had the 

opportunity to see each class as we conducted formal observations across the school. These 

observations are an important tool, allowing us to reflect, with our teachers, on our practice as 

individuals and as a school. As you would expect the lessons we have observed have been 

excellent. Throughout the children have been enthusiastic, engaged and purposeful in their lessons 

and a credit to themselves. In the same vein, yesterday we heard that our Early Years provision has 

been nominated for the prestigious ISA Award for Excellence and Innovation in Early Years. This 

is a wonderful accolade and one that we are justifiably proud of.  

  
 

 

“I am delighted to inform you 

that your school has been 

shortlisted for the ISA Award 

for Excellence and 

Innovation in Early Years 

2022. Congratulations! The 

quality of entries were very 

high, and the judges were 

particularly impressed by the 

work taking place in your 

school.” ISA  
  
  
 

 

 

School Day 8.30 am-3.30pm 

 

As we get into the swing of the new term it feels timely to remind everyone that our teaching day 

starts promptly at 8.30 am, all children should be in school in good time for this prompt start. We 

have a whole half hour window to drop children from 8.00 am to 8.30 am.  

 

Please help your child to be at school in good time so the whole class can start lessons punctually.  

This may seem incredible but the loss of five minutes teaching time a day leads to a whole week 

missed over the year.  

 

Can we also ask that when you are collecting your child at 3 30pm you remain at the rear of the 

playground, behind the middle white line.  This will enable the staff and children to spread across 

the front of the playground and ensure that children are safely handed over to parents. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Down in the Dining Hall 

 

Our children are enjoying the hot and cold food choices (available to view on the school website) 

and, for some of our younger children, getting used to eating with knives and forks and generally 

learning to eat together sitting at a table. All is well.  

 

In the last week Tesco made 27 swaps on our order, they, along with lots of supermarkets, are 

experiencing huge shortages, this means that occasionally we are having to make ‘on the day’ 

swaps. Please be assured alternatives are always put in place if this happens.   

 

 

 

 

Springmead School Association (SSA) 

 

The remit of Springmead School Association is to vote on spending suggestions put 

forward by the school community through an Application Bid process and to carry out 

a manageable 

element of fund raising’ 

 

Thank you to those of you who have stepped forward to be involved in the  

Springmead School Association. It is never too late to join. It really is a great way to be involved 

in your child’s schooling, without a major time commitment. Please email Sally Cox on 

scox@springmead.com to let her know if you would like to be involved in any way.   

 

The medium term plan, to develop a cabin classroom in the school grounds for art/DT and 

cookery and well-being, now stands at £4965.14. 

At this week’s meeting, the committee considered short-term bids, put forward by the staff, and 

agreed:  

• 2 adjustable stools for music lessons 

• Story cube dice for Year 3 

• 2 sensory wobble stools 

• Diddy cars for Nursery 

• Play tepee for Nursery 

• Easy listener and 6 headphones for Reception 

• HD program camera/visualiser for group/class work 

• Magnetic building blocks for Year 2 and storage boxes 

• An electronic drum kit for music lessons. 

 

The SSA have some exciting activities and events planned for the next two terms, more details to 

follow! 
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Tomorrow 

 

 

Showcase auditions are tomorrow, 

we know lots of the children will 

have been rehearsing acts over the 

summer.  

 

For those new to the school 

Springmead Showcase is a real 

highlight for us, performed at the 

Warminster Athenaeum. Alongside 

some ensemble acts, children are 

invited to audition to perform on 

their own or in small groups. Even 

if not selected to perform at the 

theatre the experience is wonderful 

as children perform their acts to the 

rest of the children and the ‘judges’ 

at school on Friday 23rd 

September.  

 

Showcase this year is Friday 4th 

November, please keep your 

diaries free for this wonderful 

annual celebration of our children’s 

performance endeavours.  

If you have any queries please do 

contact Charlotte Munckton.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Next Week 

 

We look forward to being able to 

spend some time with you next 

week! Please note that all 

children will be going to the 

Memorial Hall during the 

afternoon and will need to be 

collected from there rather than 

school at 3.30pm if they are not 

staying to the party. There are 

no after school clubs or activities 

on this day. Whilst the activities 

and boundaries will be 

supervised by staff, parents will 

be responsible for their own 

children.   

 

Wet weather plan 

With the weather being 

unpredictable at the moment we 

have a wet weather plan in place to 

ensure the children have a treat and 

we still get parents together. If the 

forecast is rain on Wednesday 

afternoon, children will stay at 

school and have a cinema 

experience, with ice creams. 

Parents will be able to come and 

join the leadership team at the 

school at 4.15pm for a glass of 

prosecco before taking children 

home at 5pm.  We will send more 

information on this option, if 

needed, via Parentmail.  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

As usual this year we are holding our Harvest 

Service during the school day.  This year the 

date for your diary is Friday 14th October at 

2.15 pm, at St George’s Church. The service 

will last approximately 45 minutes and 

afterwards children will be free to go home 

with their parents. Clubs will carry on as 

usual for those who want to attend. Children 

should not bring in school bags that day. Due 

to the lack of parking near the church on 

Church Hill and Church Street, please park in 

the usual area on the Frome Road and walk 

to the church.  You may need to allow extra 

time to do this! Out of consideration for 

our young performers, we would ask adults 

bringing toddlers and babies to stay at the 

back of the church in order to be able to take 

them outside very promptly should they 

become restless during the service. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Performing Arts ~ an emphasis on singing: 

 

I feel so lucky to work in an environment where singing is considered not just important, but 

invaluable! At Springmead, we deliver a large section of the music curriculum through singing, 

this includes: curriculum lessons, singing assemblies, rehearsals and performances which include 

Harvest, Christmas, Services, Productions and Concerts, as well as peer-performances and the 

occasional impromptu singalong when the mood takes us! 

 

In addition to these whole class and whole school activities the children’s passion for singing is 

demonstrated with just how many of them have peripatetic lessons and the vast take up of the 

extra-mural clubs with an emphasis on singing.  

 

By singing, we are teaching our children myriad of musical and life skills - holding a tune, 

singing out and understanding musical rudiments, as well as instilling confidence, independence 

and reciprocity by working with and listening to others. 

 

As well as learning technical musical skills singing is good for our mental well-being. 

 

Opera North report that ‘There is an increasing amount of evidence that= singing releases 

endorphins, serotonin and dopamine –the ‘happy’ chemicals that boost your mood and make you 

feel good about yourself.’ 

 

Singing really is, as they say, good for the soul! 

 

Hannah Drury 

 

 

 

 

The Springmead Reading Award 

 
Please send a photograph of reading award sheets to Johanna Robinson 

(jrobinson@springmead.com) by Wednesday each week, for inclusion in the newsletter, 

sheets available from class teacher. 

 

Emerald  Ruby  Sapphire  Amethyst  Diamond  Copper  Bronze  Silver 

Platinum  Gold 

Gold Plus (over 100 books)  
Emerald 

Mary Drury 
Corinne Barnard 

Ada Ruggiero-Jansch 

Ruby 
Owen Ruggiero-Jansch 

 



 

 

Sports News 
 

 

Squad and Year 5/6 Hockey fixtures 

 

Thank you girls that attended squad yesterday morning. 

We used this time to discuss rules, positions and practise 

dribbling and passing ready for the fixture in the 

afternoon! At Stonar school the girls played a 7vs7 match; 

with 8 minute quarters. There was a year 5 game and a 

year 6 game. The year 5 girls played really well 

demonstrating a strong defensive line. There was lots of 

encouragement and super teamwork! The year 6 girls worked as a team to find positions that 

work for them. By the 3rd quarter they had settled into their positions and discussed that they we 

working well. They stuck to these 

positions and had a fantastic end quarter 

with some narrow misses. Well done 

girls, you should be really proud of 

your first hockey match of the season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception, Year 1 and 2  

The younger children in the school have really enjoyed 

gymnastic club. We discussed how to be safe on the 

equipment and practised climbing up and over the 

benches. The following week we got out the climbing 

apparatus and the children practised weaving, sliding and 

climbing. Great work gymnasts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Upcoming fixtures and events… 

 

Wednesday 28th September – Year 3/4 Tennis tournament @ Beckington Tennis Club (8 

children) 

Monday 3rd October – Year 3/4 Football vs Beckington (home – selected children) 

Wednesday 12th October – Year 5/6 girls Hockey vs Warminster (all girls) 

Monday 7th November – Year 3/4 Hockey vs Beckington (home – selected children) 

Monday 14th November – Year 3/4 girls Hockey vs Warminster (all girls) 

Monday 21st November – Year 3/4 boy football vs Warminster (home – all boys) 

Monday 28th November – Year 3/4 girls hockey vs Stonar (all girls) 

Wednesday 30th November – Year 5/6 boy Football @ Warminster (all boys) 

 

If you have any queries about PE that can directed to the PE staff rather than your child’s class 

teacher, or need information about fixtures, please use our direct email address, as follows:  

pedepartment@springmead.com  

Emma Lindley 

 

Swimming 

At Springmead we are very proud of our swimming programme as the children are given the 

opportunity to swim all year long with those in KS2 missing less than a term to do dance.  

 

This is a great start for children to gain confidence in the water, however, we still recommend 

children swim outside of school as well to build stamina and strength and lifelong enjoyment.  

There are many options around the local area for both swimming lessons and swimming clubs for 

those who enjoy the challenge of swimming and would like to explore competing.  

 

Swimming as a family is also hugely beneficial as it enables children to practice skills they have 

learned at school swimming lessons and improve their stamina and confidence in the water too.  

 

Super swimmer of the week Jessica Harrington for showing great initiative and determination. 

 

If you would like to speak to a member of the swimming team, please feel free to call me, Sarah 

Cozens, at school between 9:00am and 10:00am every Thursday, alternatively you can email me 

at scozens@springmead.com. Please note I usually only pick up these emails on Thursdays. For 

pastoral issues related to swimming, please speak to the class teacher as they are around much 

more during the week. 

Sarah Cozens  
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Praise Certificates  
 

The following children received praise certificates this week  
 

DUCKLINGS 

(YN) 
Ted Harbour – Cowles – settling into nursery and making new friends. 

Delilah Calvert – settling into nursery so well and helping at tidy up time. 

HEDGEHOGS  

(YR) 
Quade Ballinger – for enthuastic approach to learning. 

Arlo Hinder – Playing really well with your class friends and being a super 

listener. 

Bronte Tisdale – super speaking and listening skills, when sharing All about 

Me homework. 

Harry Amies – super sharing of your All about Me homework – we learnt so 

much! 

 
RABBITS 

(Y1) 
Otto Clark – following the Springmead Way. 

Freya Gripper – wonderful writing about herself. 

OTTERS 

(Y2) 
Mary Drury – for writing super sentences about historical sources. 

Holly Davies – for great independent work in Maths. 

BADGERS 

(Y3) 
Alexander Hurst – for sharing his knowledge so eloquently. 

Elliott Barnard – for being positive about everything and giving things a go. 

Ida Mae – for settling into Badgers so well.  

 
SQUIRRELS 

(Y4) 
Rufus Ryan – for thoughtful ideas and questioning in Science when looking 

at classification. 

Devon Hillman – for always being ready to learn. 

Ava Curran – for a detailed descriptive paragraph about Athens. 

Harriet Wesley – for her perseverance on the award walk. 

 
OWLS 

(Y5) 
Billy Tisdale – for a determined attitude towards his learning and great 

contributions to class discussions. 

Evie Poa-Patterson – always trying her best and being a thoughtful friend to 

others. 

Jessica Harrington – for a great first 2 weeks at Springmead , it has been 

great to see her becoming increasingly confident and settled into class 

routines.  

 
EAGLES 

(Y6) 
Oliver Keirle – great knowledge and understanding of place value. 

Immy Bagan – focussed involvement in class discussions. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

From the teachers 

 

 

 

Betty the rabbit came into school for the first time this year on Tuesday and was very well 

received by the class.   We waited for a couple of weeks so the nursery was calm and serene for 

her to feel at ease in her new surroundings.  The nursery children loved watching her, petting her, 

feeding her and learning all about rabbits with rabbit books, stories and facts.  Betty will come 

into school Mondays and Wednesdays so she gets to see and know all the children in the Nursery 

class.   

 

Last week we were enjoying the sunshine so storytelling moved outside as we created our own 

Stickmen to act out the story.  This week's story is all about Going on a Bear Hunt.  We've set up 

a small world area. 

 

https://youtu.be/HHzK83Wkd6s Autumn fun in the Nursery.  

 

We're so excited to hear that our Early Years provision has been nominated for the prestigious 

ISA Excellence and Innovation in Early Years Award. This nomination celebrates the truly 

inspirational methods we use at Springmead to encourage all areas of learning and development 

and at the same time our cohesion in working with parents, enabling them to see and experience 

children's daily experiences at nursery, through film, video and many other forms of 

communication.   

 

We still have some nursery spaces available, so if you know another parent looking for nursery 

spaces do let me know.  

 

Shirley Offer, Nursery  

 

 

  

https://youtu.be/HHzK83Wkd6s


 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had another super week in Hedgehogs this 

week. We finished last week by inviting our parents 

in to see our classroom. We had a lovely afternoon 

showing our families what we had been up to in the 

first few weeks and we sang them some songs all 

about ourselves which just happens to be our topic for 

the first few weeks!  

 

 

We have been busy learning our new sounds and the Hedgehogs 

have been most impressive, working hard and showing fantastic 

concentration. (They love their phonics work they are just little 

sponges...they keep me on my toes). We have loved learning about 

each other this week and sharing our homework task together. We 

all were given a paper bag to decorate and fill at with some objects 

to describe ourselves.  

 

We took it in turns to sit in the teacher chair and share the contents 

of the bag and we learnt so much about 

each other. We even tested ourselves 

afterwards, trying to remember all the 

things we had learnt about each 

other.  We loved created an 'All About 

Me' rainbow cloud too. We have been 

busy and we are looking forward to Go 

Explore together tomorrow too, we can't 

wait!  
 

Charlotte Munckton, Reception  

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We had a very 
busy week again 
this week. The 
Rabbits did very 
well in their first 
spellings test and 
showed what 
great phonics 
knowledge they 
have, and how 
much they had 
been practising.  
 
They painted very 
lovely self-
portraits which 
are now hanging 
on our display board along with some lovely writing 

about themselves. They also produced some beautiful stencilled crowns created in memory of 
our late Queen, which look really amazing as you walk into our classroom. 
 
The children have continued to progress in their maths and have been adding one more and 
taking one away from any number between 0 and 10. We are now progressing to comparing 
numbers by using mathematical language greater than, fewer than and equal to. 
 
They wrote an acrostic poem about their family and took a lot of time to think about what they 
wanted to write and ensure each sentence started with every letter in the word family.  
 
We have added a sensory area and this week we have a ‘feely’ box for the children to feel and 
write down what the object feels like. We will be moving through the senses in the next couple of 
weeks.   
 
We also went on our first Rabbits Go Explore in which we completed drawings and notes about 
all the human and natural features we saw on our walk. 
 

Jemma Stickley, Year 1 

 

  



 

 

 

Last Friday the children had a fantastic adventure in the 

wildlife area, climbing up the steep banks and running 

down to the stream, stepping over emerging tree roots and 

under branches that were covered in ivy.  They loved the 

swing and were brilliant at taking turns to ride on it and 

push each other.  'Go Explore!' really is wonderful and we 

are so fortunate to have the wildlife area in all its untamed 

wild beauty. 

 

The children began this week by thinking about what 

makes them special and unique, and having the 

confidence to share this with others. They looked at a 

picture of the long queue of people visiting the Queen 

lying in State and discussed how everyone looked 

different, from their ages to skin colours, clothing, height and gender, but all were there with the 

same goal - to pay their respects to the Queen.   We talked about how we are all unique, from 

appearances to families and hobbies.  During Circle Time, the children said things that they 

thought their classmates were good at, and then went to write about what they feel their own 

strengths are and why they are special. Hearing their peers say kind things that they noticed about 

them was wonderful.  It is well known that saying and doing kind things for others can make not 

only the receiver happy, but also to the giver. 

 

The class are continuing to learn more about The Great Fire of 

London and after making model Tudor houses out of card, we 

took them out onto the back lawn to set them on fire.  The 

children knew to place them close together as they would have 

been in London at the time and were rather excited when the 

first house caught fire and with a gust of wind, quickly set fire 

to the next house.  They also painted some super fires as a 

background to silhouettes of buildings of London. 

 

Georgina Boyden, Year 2 

 

 

  



 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

This week has all been about 

investigating for the Badgers.  It 

might be finding out about words, 

using a dictionary and sharing the 

findings with the class, or it might 

be using practical objects for a 

maths conundrum.  Everyone has 

been keenly listening out for the 

whirring cogs when the class is 

working hard using their thinking 

equipment, quiet and focused on 

the problem in hand.  

As well as investigating, this week has also been about listening.  It began with taking turns, 

being a good audience and performing the class poem.  Throughout the class there is a sprinkling 

of different stages of learning, performing and remembering the poem.  It has been fascinating to 

hear the amazing variety of ways to say the same words but in so many different ways.  It is such 

a big thing to stand in front of your peers, remember the words and deliver the poem in an 

entertaining and meaningful way.    

Everyone has been thinking of each other and how important it is to listen.  In circle time, we all 

decided how important it is to listen, take it in turns and just to be there.  We have been exploring 

how we think, feel and can change negative thoughts into more positive ones.  Leaping into 

action, the Badgers imagined a super hero who would bat those nasty thoughts away and struck a 

pose.  What a fantastic week and well done, Badgers!  
 

Jane Dickson, Year 3 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Last Friday, the Squirrels completed their bronze award walk. The sun was shining, and the 
weather was perfect for a wander across the Somerset countryside. We trundled along tracks, 
fields of clover, fields with animals grazing, a golf course and of course, our several pit-stops for 
water, snacks, and lunch along the way. It was a pleasure to lead this lovely group and so lovely 
to get to know them a little more, outside of the school setting.   Well done Squirrels - first stage 
of the award completed! You should be very proud of yourselves!  
 
In history this week, we have been comparing democracy in ancient Athens to democracy in 
modern UK. We talked about the four fundamental British values in how these shape our lives 
today. Democracy is one of these and we explored its meaning together.  
We noted the differences between now and then;  

•  men were only allowed to vote  
• children, women, slaves and metics (non-Athenians) were forbidden to vote 

Compared to our country now;  

• women and men over the age of 18 can vote  
• children are not allowed  
• prisoners are not allowed to vote  

We then proceeded to vote for 2 types of biscuits, jammie dodgers and party rings.  
We thought of all the different reasons why someone would want to vote for each, and collated 
these ideas in groups.  

'Sticky jam, sandwiched between two crunchy biscuits'  
'Marbled crispy icing'  
'A colourful top' 

Then each child voted for the biscuit of their choice.  
In modern-day UK, jammie dodgers won, however, in Ancient Athens, where only men could 
vote, the party rings would have won!  

 

Stacey Watson , Year 4  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had another great week in Owls this week. 

We explored conductors and insulators in Science and 

carried out an experiment to investigate which 

material would be the best insulator! In History we 

continued exploring our Indus Valley topic and 

researched the explorers that discovered the 

civilisation’s lost cities.  We also began our new class 

story, ‘Asha and the Spirit Bird’, which will be the 

focus of our English and Reading lessons for the next 

3 weeks. This will help us to reflect further about our 

topic this term as it is set in Ancient India. The Year 5 

girls also had a fantastic time representing the school 

at their hockey game this week and made us all very 

proud! 

 

Lydia Adams, Year 5 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

It has been another busy week for the Eagles as they 
continue to enjoy the Year 6 curriculum. This week 
the class have been getting to grips with addition and 
subtraction of integers in maths, the active and 
passive voice in English, the theory of evolution in 
science, sketching skills in art, website security in 
computing and the Islamic creation story in RE.  
Alongside the curriculum content, developing the 
learning skills that are important throughout life, is 
an important part of our children's learning journey. 
Collaborative working is one such skill which the 
Eagles are developing through working together on 
joint pieces of work and discussing their 
understanding during tasks. 
 
The Eagles are looking forward to a busy week ahead 
with our Bikeability course, our first bushcraft session 
and the Macmillan Coffee Morning that Year 6 host,  
all taking place next week 

 

Nick Munckton, Year 6 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Out of School Achievements 

• Sam Ricks auditioned for High School Musical at Stagecoach and has been given one of the 

lead roles.  

 

• Ellie Burt has been selected to be part of the children's chorus in the Merlin Theatre 

Christmas show James and The Giant Peach.  

 

• Izzy Mitchell went to her first swimming lesson on Saturday at a new swim school (Flying 

Fish) and she achieved her 10m badge!  

 

So lovely to hear about our children grabbing life opportunities outside school, well done, all of 

you!   

 

Do please share your child’s out of school news and successes with us so we can celebrate. Please 

email details to mtaylor@springmead.com and scox@springmead.com   

 

 

Sally Cox  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Springmead School 

Castle Corner, Beckington, Somerset BA11 6TA 

01373 831555  info@springmead.com  www.springmead.com 

 
Directors: M. Taylor & J. Beardsley 

Taypenny Schools Ltd. Registered office:  

4 Beaufort Way, Bath, BA1 6QB 

Registered in England No. 3090822 

 

‘Springmead School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 

and expects all staff and volunteers to share this legal and moral responsibility’. 
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