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Springmead Newsletter 

No. 2 ~ 2022/23 

Thursday 15th September 2022 

Dear Parents,  

Alongside our usual lessons this week we have spent time in class and in assembly reflecting on the 

remarkable life, service, faith and devotion of Queen Elizabeth II. As a school we have approached 

the subject sensitively taking into account the age of our children and the difficulty that some 

face in talking about loss. Having had the wonderful opportunity to celebrate the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee last term the children already knew so much about her and in many cases 

feel a real connection. We join the 

nation in extending our heartfelt 

sorrow at her passing and hold onto 

all the good she represented.  

We have talked about the 

accession of King Charles III as 

our new monarch and our hopes 

and prayers for him and his 

family.   

We hope you have a gentle 

weekend and that you are able to 

share Monday’s events with your 

loved ones and we look forward to 

seeing everyone back in school on 

Tuesday.  



 

 

 

School Council 

Having a new Prime 

Minister and new 

sovereign in one week is 

unprecedented and has 

given us many, many 

opportunities to discuss 

how our country, a 

constitutional monarchy,   

has a sovereign who 

reigns but does not rule as 

opposed to our duly 

elected, democratic 

Government. This fitted in 

seamlessly with the duly 

elected new school 

council who met for the 

first time this week! 

 

 

 

Reminder : Springmead School Association (SSA) 

The role of the SSA committee is to enhance the education of all pupils at the 
School and Nursery by providing extra amenities, which would not be catered for 
within the normal school funding.  In addition, the committee aims to provide 
opportunities for parents, pupils, staff and friends of the school to meet and socialise.  This is 
achieved, through running a small number of events throughout the year. The group has been 
extremely effective and we would like to thank them for their individual and collective efforts 
over the last academic year.   

We are now inviting parents from across all year groups to join the SSA Committee for this 

academic year. The group will meet just three times this year, to decide how money raised is 

spent and to plan a few key events, so it really will not be too onerous.  Ideally, we would like a 

parent representative from each year group although we can be a little flexible! Current 

committee members are more than welcome to stand again. 

 

The Springmead School Association (SSA) comprises a voluntary group of parents and school 

staff.  The committee consists of: 

• the Headteacher 

• teaching and non-teaching staff  members 

• parent members 

• Proprietor  

Meeting at 8.30 am on Thursday 22nd September, in school 

 

Please email me to let me know if can join us at scox@springmead.com  
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New Date 

We look forward to being able 

to spend some time with you 

next week! Please note that all 

children will be going to the 

Memorial Hall during the 

afternoon and will need to be 

collected from there rather 

than school at 3.30pm if they 

are not staying to the party. 

There are no after school clubs 

or activities on this day. Whilst 

the activities and boundaries 

will be supervised by staff, 

parents will be responsible for 

their own children.   

 

Wet weather plan 

With the weather being 

unpredictable at the moment we 

have a wet weather plan in place 

to ensure the children have a 

treat and we still get parents 

together. If the forecast is rain 

on Wednesday afternoon, 

children will stay at school and 

have a cinema experience, with 

ice creams. Parents will be able 

to come and join the leadership 

team at the school at 4.15pm for 

a glass of prosecco before taking 

children home at 5pm.  We will 

send more information on this 

option, if needed, via Parentmail.  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Showcase auditions are looming, 

we know lots of the children will 

have been rehearsing acts over the 

summer. They have until Friday 

23rd September to be polishing 

these up.  

 

For those new to the school 

Springmead Showcase is a real 

highlight for us, performed at the 

Warminster Athenaeum. Alongside 

some ensemble acts, children are 

invited to audition to perform on 

their own or in small groups. Even 

if not selected to perform at the 

theatre the experience is wonderful 

as children perform their acts to the 

rest of the children and the ‘judges’ 

at school on Friday 23rd 

September.  

 

Showcase this year is Friday 4th 

November, please keep your 

diaries free for this wonderful 

annual celebration of our 

children’s performance 

endeavours.  

If you have any queries please do 

contact Charlotte Munckton.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

                             Summer Holiday Reading Challenge 
 

Well done everyone who got involved, you deserve your 

housepoints! Even more importantly your reading skills will have 

rocketed over the holidays!  
 

Rabbits (Y1)   Arthur Belcher, William Tucker   
Otters (Y2)  Caleb Newman, Mary Drury, Beau Baker, Darcey 

Jamieson, Holly Davis, Lizzie Cochrane   
Badgers (Y3)  Owen  Ruggiero Jansch, Elliott Barnard, Tristan Eagle, 

Angelo Hinder, Florence Jones, Jack Tucker, 
Alexander Hurst   

Squirrels (Y4)  Reuben Costello, Noah Fisher, Rose Wilson, Mabel 
Munckton, Ellie Burt, Joshua Mufonka   

Owls (Y5)  Lucy Barker, Poppy Newman, Beatrice Marshall, Lily 
Hurst, Asher Belcher, Rafe Hammond, Alfred Kann, 
Elliott Attwood, Milo Dennis   

Eagles (Y6)  Ruben Percival Caddis, Harry Fraser   
 

  

 

 

The Springmead Reading Award 

 
Please send a photograph of reading award sheets to Johanna Robinson 

(jrobinson@springmead.com) by Wednesday each week, for inclusion in the newsletter, 

sheets available from class teacher. 

 

Emerald  Ruby  Sapphire  Amethyst  Diamond  Copper  Bronze  Silver 

Platinum  Gold 

Gold Plus (over 100 books)  

 

Emerald 

Mary Drury 
 



 

 

 

Performing Arts 

 
In singing assembly this week we had a rare and poignant moment, singing our national anthem 

with a significant shift in lyrics. The singing followed a thought provoking assembly led by 

Shirley Offer and Madeleine Taylor and as you would expect our children did themselves proud, 

standing respectfully and singing the familiar but new anthem.   

 

Music lessons are back in full swing, with Harvest as our main focal point in the classroom. We 

like a cross-curricular approach, so music lessons have included discussions about Harvest, circle 

times about Fruit and Vegetables (including why we need to eat them!), and even a competitive 

element in naming as many vegetables as we can! 

 

We are all working towards our Harvest Service, in which each class will perform a Harvest 

song, we will have a performance of a short Harvest Play, and Prayers. 

 

Make sure you save the date and don't miss this lovely service! 

 

Hannah Drury 

 

 

Christmas Cards 

 

Christmas Cards using your child's design ……a lovely way to celebrate Chistmas for family and 

friends. The SSA, supported by Kim Hobley, will once again be managing the sale of Christmas 

cards designed by the children, using the Fundraising Creations Group / Christmas Cards for 

Schools. Using your child's design, you can order Christmas cards, gift wrap and tags, mugs, 

notepads and thank you cards. The children will shortly bring home a Christmas card template in 

their school bag. Please read the accompanying instructions carefully with your child. Designs 

need to be returned to the class teacher by Monday 10th October, with the order form completed 

and at the same time make a BACS payment to the school with the reference: SSA Christmas 

Cards. If you have any queries please speak to Kim Hobley. Orders can only be placed once the 

payment is received. Please note we cannot accept any orders after the 10th October as they 

would not be returned in time for Christmas. The ordered items will be returned to school 

towards the end of November in plenty of time for catching the post, and ideal for stocking 

fillers. This is an excellent fundraiser for the SSA as we receive a proportion of the sales. If you 

have any questions please ask Kim, she can be emailed on khobley@springmead.com 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Sports News 
 

Squad  

Agility and dodging were the focus at Wednesdays Squad training session. AGILITY – the 

ability to move quickly and easily and DODGING – to avoid (someone or something) by a 

sudden quick movement.  

The children played a variation of the traditional game ‘bulldog’. We used tag belts and tags as 

‘lives’ and the aim was to run to the other end of the pitch without being tagged (on the tags 

being pulled off).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception, Year 1 and 2 – Sports and Football Club 

On Monday afternoon, the youngest children in the school had their first sport afterschool club. 

In football club we explored dribbling and target kicking. 

In sports club the children played a bean relay game and also explored the tennis rackets and 

balls.    

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming fixtures and events… 

Wednesday 21st September – Year 5/6 girls Hockey vs Stonar (all girls) 

Wednesday 28th September – Year 3/4 Tennis tornament @ Beckington Tennis Club (8 children) 

Monday 3rd October – Year 3/4 Football vs Beckington (home – selected children) 

Wednesday 12th October – Year 5/6 girls Hockey vs Warminster (all girls) 

Monday 7th November – Year 3/4 Hockey vs Beckington (home – selected children) 

Monday 14th November – Year 3/4 girls Hockey vs Warminster (all girls) 

Monday 21st November – Year 3/4 boy football vs Warminster (home – all boys) 

Monday 28th November – Year 3/4 girls hockey vs Stonar (all girls) 

Wednesday 30th November – Year 5/6 boy Football @ Warminster (all boys) 

 

If you have any queries about PE that can directed to the PE staff rather than your child’s class 

teacher, or need information about fixtures, please use our direct email address, as follows:  

pedepartment@springmead.com  

Emma Lindley 

 

Swimming 

Changes to the swimming groups: 
Over the past year we had to adjust the way ran the swimming groups in order adapt to needs of 
the children due to the long break from swimming due to the pandemic. This meant there were 
more children in the small pool than previous years and all groups in the big pool had to swim 
widths.  
 
We have seen a significant improvement in the confidence, skill and stamina of the children who 
have shown great determination and drive to succeed.  
 

Below is a reminder of what should be included in the green PE bag. This 
should be in school EVERYDAY* 
PE Uniform 
Items to be in PE bag 

• Purple and green polo shirt 

• Quarter zip splash top 

• Black/purple base layer (optional) 

• Zipped track pants 

• Long green and purple hoop sports socks 

• Ankle length white sport socks 

• Trainers 

• Boys- green shorts 

• Girls- green skort 

• Small towel 

Year 3 and above sport specific items to be in PE bags depending 
on the season 

• Hockey stick 

• Mouth guard 

• Shin pads 
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We have therefore taken the decision to move back to doing lengths for our most able swimmers, 
and are continuing to do widths for those still progressing to the higher grades, and half lengths 
along- side the wall for those just beginning their journey in the big pool.  
 
We hope that this will encourage the children to continue to strive to improve and reach their 
potential as swimmers.  

 

We have some competitions coming up that we will be selecting some children to compete 

at. The trials will be held on the 22nd of September, those that are in year 4 who want to be 

eligible will need to bring their swimming kit for that week. 

 
Super swimmer of the week:  
Henry Bremner for a fantastic start to swimming lessons, by always being up for a challenge 

 

If you would like to speak to a member of the swimming team, please feel free to call me, Sarah 

Cozens, at school between 9:00am and 10:00am every Thursday, alternatively you can email me 

at scozens@springmead.com. Please note I usually only pick up these emails on Thursdays. For 

pastoral issues related to swimming, please speak to the class teacher as they are around much 

more during the week. 

Sarah Cozens  

 

  



 

 

 

 

Praise Certificates  
 

The following children received praise certificates this week  
 

DUCKLINGS 

(YN) 

Edith English Dedieu – for settling so well into Nursery. 

Esraa Syed – for settling into Nursery and helping her new friends. 

HEDGEHOGS  

(YR) 

Corinne Barnard – excellent phonics and super blending skills. 

Alfred Maggs – fantastic drawing skills and super concentration. 

RABBITS 

(Y1) 

Gabriella Moore – for fantastic first week learning all around. 

Bobby Bremner – for showing bravery. 

William Tucker – for listening and understanding different class rules.  

OTTERS 

(Y2) 

James Cummins – for such enthusiasm for our topic on the Great Fire of London. 

Molly Jones – for working very hard in maths on number bonds to 10. 

BADGERS 

(Y3) 

William Thomas – a positive attitude with everything he does. 

Alex Farley – for performing his electrician duties with competence. 

Everly Ballinger – for  super, imaginative homework.  

SQUIRRELS 

(Y4) 

Ellie Burt – for  her use of interesting descriptive words when describing Athens. 

Iggy Doonan – for settling well into Springmead life. 

Reuben Costello – for settling well into Springmead life. 

Seth Woods – for showing such enthusiasm in every lesson.  

OWLS 

(Y5) 

Lucy Barker – for being a wonderful helper around the classroom and a kind friend 

to others. 

Elliott Attwood – for an excellent attitude to his learning. 

EAGLES 

(Y6) 

Sam Ricks – a brilliant sketch of Queen Victoria. 

Harry Fraser – making a great start to life as a Springmead Ambassador. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

From the teachers 

The Nursery class are so busy exploring all the different aspects of nursery life.  We are 
introducing new areas and activities each week, such as our wildlife area at the castle for them to 
enjoy.  Building routines and understanding of their environment enables them to make 
connections in their learning.  The video of their first few days enabled parents to share in these 
moments too, and by watching them with the children gave shape to the stories that they talked 
of at home.    
 
This week we have had a focus on autumn as we are beginning to see seasonal changes.  We've 
had minibeast hunts and gatherings of autumn leaves to mix colours and hues.  We will return 
on and off to this theme over the next few weeks.  These sessions support children to begin to be 
aware of the circle of life - birth, growth and decay.   We give them important language and time 
to follow their developing interests, their own research, and mindful observations. As adults, 
working alongside the children, we listen to them, scaffold their understanding and 
vocabulary, posing questions to encourage deeper thinking skills and development of knowledge.  
 
Here's a video of our castle visit.   
 

Shirley Offer, Nursery  

 

 

https://youtu.be/PTEzjgSKtfo
https://youtu.be/q6abMeKDRmw


 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In what has been a 
rather sombre week for 
the nation, full of 
emotion, it has been a 
welcome daily task to 
teach the young and 
inquiring minds of the 
Hedgehogs.  
 
We have been 
continuing our theme of 
celebrating ourselves 
but have linked it to 
remembering our 
beloved, late Queen. We 
have discussed the royal 
family, whose who and 
followed them across a 
family tree. We then 
thought about our own 
families and shared who 
was in our families, 
creating our own family 
pictures. It is always so 
delightful to see how 
children draw and 
represent themselves 
and their families!  
 
We thoroughly enjoyed 
creating the display in 
the library for the 
Queen. We shared our 
memories of the Queen and created handprints with our favourite thoughts about the Queen, 
written inside. It was lovely to discuss together with the class and see how Queen Elizabeth II, 
really did touch the hearts of all.  

 

Charlotte Munckton, Reception  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

What a positive week again rabbits -it really feels as though they have been here for weeks 
already they are so settled.  
 
We have taken the time to reflect upon the life of the Queen and what she meant to us 
individually and as a country. The children have engaged well and have been super kind in their 
responses. 
 
We are continuing our theme of ‘ourselves’ and have all enjoyed learning lots of new things about 
one another which has extended through literacy, PSHE and geography. 
 
I am delighted that the children love maths! This week they have been grouping objects and 
counting them, and have enjoyed investigating and discovering the different ways they can 
groups different objects, and themselves. In literacy they have written some lovely sentences 
about their weekend and their likes and dislikes, and have worked really hard at adding in capital 
letters and using -ing suffixes. 
 
Their ‘self-portraits’ were very expressive to say the least. It was lovely to see them feel free to 
throw themselves into expressing themselves and more was most definitely more! 
 
We have also put up a measuring chart on the wall and we will be measuring every term – They 
loved helping measure each other which will be a great head start to measuring in maths a little 
later on in the year! 
 
Thank you Rabbits – you have continued to settle in really well!  
 

Jemma Stickley, Year 1 

 



 

 

  

The children have shown maturity and compassion over 

the loss of Queen Elizabeth II and all that that 

entails.  They listened attentively to a news report about 

her life, then went on to print pictures of the Queen, 

using her favourite colours. When questions arise we 

handle them gently and sensitively.  

 

The class are continuing to settle into Year 2 really well 

and are becoming increasingly independent with their 

daily routine. 

 

They are thoroughly immersed in their learning all 

about the Great Fire of London.  This week we have 

looked at historical sources of information, such as 

Samuel Pepys' diary, The London Gazette from 1666 

and map of London made in 1660.  The children are 

becoming super historians, discussing which pieces of 

evidence are reliable and helpful at telling us about the fire, compared pieces of evidence that are 

not, such as a portrait of King Charles II.    

 

The children went on a walk around 

Beckington, taking photographs of very old 

houses and their Tudor features, then 

comparing them to mock Tudor houses.  By the 

end of the walk, they all had a good 

understanding of the differences.   We were 

fortunate to walk past one house and the owner 

was outside and we discussed the age of her 

house, which was built just a few years after the 

fire.  The lady raised an interesting question of 

how many generations have learnt about the 

fire?  I can certainly remember learning all 

about it when I was six! 

 

The children worked hard on drawing and 

painting a portrait of Samuel Pepys, looking in 

great detail at his clothes and his long, curly 

wig.  We have some super artists in Otters! 

 

Georgina Boyden, Year 2 

 

 

  



 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a day!  The Badgers’ first adventure 

on Go Explore was a soggy and damp 

affair but everyone rallied round and set  

off with a positive and energetic vibe.  

Moving into Year 3 means taking your 

responsibilities,  seriously, so crossing the road in a  

sensible and calm manner was an important part of the 

experience.  How lovely to see the class stepping up to the mark 

and using their skills to adapt to several cars appearing on the way to  

the Wildlife area.  In contrast, the plants were bursting forth following the  

recent rain so venturing into the wild and woolly vegetation along the stream took much valour, 

balance and concentration to negotiate.  Needless to say, the return party did not look as pristine 

as in the first picture!  
 

It has not all been about spotting the variety of plants and trees in the area.  In maths there has 

been much thought about number lines, hundreds, tens, what makes a number and how a question 

is asked.  There have been several ohhhh moments when a question has been asked in a slightly 

different way and the realisation that 

they knew how to do it all 

along.  There has also been hard work 

on spellings, handwriting and working 

out when ‘a’ or ‘an’ needs to be used.  
 

More detective work is looming as the 

Badgers use all their skills to work out 

what we can find out about artefacts 

from long, long ago and what it tells 

us about the time they were made.  

 

There have been moments to reflect 

quietly on the life of Queen Elizabeth 

II and what her passing means for us.  
 

Well done, Badgers, I feel very proud of you all.   
  

Jane Dickson, Year 3 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children handled themselves maturely in class discussions over the loss our beloved Queen, 

both in class and in assemblies this week. Importantly they know they are supported both by their 

peers and from the adults around them.  
 
Building on earlier work from last week, where children looked at numbers to 1,000, in maths 
this week we have been focusing on representing and partitioning numbers to 10,000.  
 
We used different representations such as place value charts and Gattegno charts, which 
highlight the place value of the digits in the numbers. We also recapped the importance of 
using zero as a placeholder to represent a blank column in a place value chart. 
 
In literacy we have been looking at descriptive writing. We watched a short video depicting 
ancient Athens and picked out different nouns such as 'water', ‘mountains' and ‘port’. 
We then expanded these nouns using adjectives. 
'Water' became 'glistening, crystal clear water'  
'Mountains' became 'misty mountains in the distance’  
‘Port’ became ‘the bustling port’  
These were all recorded in mind map form and will then be added to, to create a descriptive 
paragraph about ancient Athens  
 
Elsewhere, in art, we have been looking at Ancient Greek pottery vases.  
We discussed the uses of pottery vases, how they were made, and their distinctive colouring and 
decoration.  
We practised repeating patterns and how to draw simple silhouettes of Greek solider figures. 
We’re now in the process of creating our own vase designs. 
 
The Squirrels are all looking forward to their award walk on Friday... we can't wait to update you 
all on how it went!  
 
A brilliant second week Squirrels, well done for getting all the squirrels on our reward chart!  

 

Stacey Watson, Year 4 

 

 



 

 

 

 

In Year 5, we remembered the Queen 

and her service to our country by 

reading and discussing an article about 

her life and achievements. It was a 

wonderful opportunity to share our 

memories of the Queen and the 

influence that she has had upon all of 

our lives. The children were respectful, 

thoughtful and moved by the 

experience.  

 

This week in Owls we have continued 

to explore our Indus Valley topic. In 

English, we have been diving further 

into our learning about diary entries 

and writing from the perspective of a 

child growing up in the Indus Valley. 

We have also been exploring how the 

Indus Valley civilisation began and 

where it fits into the historical timeline, 

comparing it with other periods that we 

have studied in previous years.  

 

We have had fun with our construction 

project in DT and have been focusing 

on joining techniques this week to build 

a free- standing structure! We also 

explored the structures that existed 

within the cities of the Indus Valley, 

which we used to inform our diary 

entries. We have continued to explore 

place value in maths and have enjoyed 

using concrete resources such as place 

value charts and dienes to represent our 

learning in different ways. 

 

Lydia Adams, Year 5 

 

 

  



 

 

 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Throughout the week we have taken time to reflect on the life of Queen Elizabeth II and what 

happens next in our constitutional monarchy. Our theme this term is the Victorians, clearly this 

has given us many useful comparisons and discussion points. The children have been mature and 

sensitive throughout and have been supportive in assemblies with the younger children.  
 
The Eagles have enjoyed their first full week of Year 6 and have continued to embrace the 
curriculum and the role of Springmead Ambassador. 
Each and every day in the Eagles class is different but this may give you a little taster of what a 
day at school is like for our oldest children: 
0830 – Aim to be the smartest, straightest and quietist line on the playground. 
0835 – Unpack and register. 
0840 – Singing Assembly with Mrs Taylor  and Mrs Drury. 
0900 – PSHE: preparations for the MacMillan Coffee Morning in a couple of weeks’ time – 
poster making. 
0945 – Maths: Number lines up to 10,000,000.  
1020 – Snack with Miss Robinson. 
1030 – Break time. 
1045 – Finish maths. 
1100 – English: Formal and Informal speech and writing. 
1200 – Lunch break and clubs. 
1245 – Lunch 
1330 – History & PSHE: Comparing the lives of Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II.  
1430 – Science: Continuing to look at evolution and inheritance by focussing on adaptation. 
Including a special guest appearance from Mrs Cox to share her knowledge. 
1530 – Home time or clubs. 
 

 

Nick  Munckton, Year 6 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Out of School Achievements 

Hebe Hughes Potashnick competed in her first gymnastics competition at Liberty in Frome last 

weekend and received a runner up medal in her age group. She had to learn a floor routine and 

perform in front of a big crowd. Super news!  

 

Panashe and Hannah Tondoro competed in Liberty Gymnastics annual competition. Panashe was a 

runner up in her category and Hannah received the gold medal for hers, well done both of you!  
 

Do please share your child’s out of school news and successes with us so we can celebrate, 

hopefully more opportunities will open up to them now! Do also remind us if we ever forget- it 

happens! Please email details to mtaylor@springmead.com and scox@springmead.com   

 

 

Sally Cox  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Springmead School 

Castle Corner, Beckington, Somerset BA11 6TA 

01373 831555  info@springmead.com  www.springmead.com 

 
Directors: M. Taylor & J. Beardsley 

Taypenny Schools Ltd. Registered office:  

4 Beaufort Way, Bath, BA1 6QB 

Registered in England No. 3090822 

 

‘Springmead School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 

and expects all staff and volunteers to share this legal and moral responsibility’. 
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