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Springmead Newsletter 

No. 1 ~ 2022/23 

Thursday 8th September 2022 

Dear Parents,  

 

The start of a new academic year is an exciting time, full of possibilities and promise. It is a time 

when we always pause, just for a moment, to reflect on the values and aims that underpin all we do 

at Springmead before we launch into the busyness of the term ahead.  

 

Our philosophy is that at school children should not only become numerate and literate, but also 

develop a hunger for knowledge and a thirst for learning whether this is in academic areas, sports or 

arts. Children need to be guided to become self-learners, to think wisely, be confident, balanced and 

compassionate, while developing their own particular talents and abilities to the full. Such 

principles are best achieved in an environment that is stable, secure and safe, but at the same time 

one that is exciting, rich, stimulating, rewarding and fun.  
 

At Springmead these ideals are achieved by having the following clearly defined aims: 

• To see each child as an individual with unique needs and possibilities 

• Always to teach children in small classes 

• To use the best traditional and modern teaching practices in the classroom and beyond 

• To ensure pupils work towards and beyond national age-related expectations in literacy and 

maths, but at the same time maintain a very strong commitment to a fulfilling curricular 

experience across all subjects 

• To provide a rich variety of academic, artistic, sporting and social enrichment experiences 

through an extensive extra-curricular programme, allowing children to find and nurture 

talents 

• To teach children how to become effective, resilient, reflective and resourceful learners 

• To teach sound human values, implicitly and explicitly 

• To provide dedicated, professional and caring staff 

• To forge strong partnerships between home and school 

• To provide an inspirational, happy and supportive environment. 

 

 

Communications 

We look forward to sharing the Springmead journey with you over the 

forthcoming year, working in partnership with you is what makes the real 

difference to your child’s experience. We use newsletters to give weekly 

updates, please look out for them in your inbox on Thursdays. The online 

calendar is now up and running on the website. Class teachers will have 

already begun communicating with you through class meetings, through 

Tapestry, our new online learning journal (see information in newsletter), 

through email and maybe in person or over the telephone. We are here to 

support you, please let us know if you need help or advice and remember my 

door is always open.   



 

 

Calling all Adult Helpers! 

Springmead School is the school it is because of the dedication and commitment of staff and 

volunteers. We are proud of our ability to offer so very much more than most schools in terms of 

‘added extras’.  This includes around thirty five clubs a week; a rich variety of drama, musical 

and sporting opportunities; a host of school trips and opportunities beyond the classroom; the 

Springmead Award; exciting curriculum projects requiring extra adult hands; and social events 

for children and adults. We are always mindful that Springmead School is only able to punch 

above its weight in this way with the kind support of family and friends.  

 

We have a tradition of welcoming parents, grandparents and friends who come into school to 

listen to readers, help with projects in the classroom, share their professional skills either with the 

children or with the Springmead staff, help with clubs, help with gardening, make costumes for 

productions and help organise social events.  

If you have any free time whether weekly or as a one off ,we would really appreciate your 

involvement and we would love to hear from you. 

 

 

 
Springmead School Association (SSA) 
The role of the SSA committee is to enhance the education of all pupils at the School and Nursery 
by providing extra amenities, which would not be catered for within the normal school 
funding.  In addition, the committee aims to provide opportunities for parents, pupils, staff and 
friends of the school to meet and socialise.  This is achieved, through running a small number of 
events throughout the year. The group has been extremely effective and we would like to thank 
them for their individual and collective efforts over the last academic year.   

We are now inviting parents from across all year groups to join the SSA Committee for this 

academic year. The group will meet just three times this year, to decide how money raised is 

spent and to plan a few key events, so it really will not be too onerous.  Ideally, we would like a 

parent representative from each year group although we can be a little flexible! Current 

committee members are more than welcome to stand again. 

 

The Springmead School Association (SSA) comprises a voluntary group of parents and school 

staff.  The committee consists of: 

• the Headteacher 

• teaching and non-teaching staff  members 

• parent members 

• Proprietor  

Meeting at 8.30 am on Thursday 22nd September, in school 

 

Please email me to let me know if can join us at scox@springmead.com  
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Tapestry  

Thank you to the many parents who have taken time to get 

to grips with Tapestry and well done to those who have 

already logged on and are enjoying using the advanced 

features that it offers. 

 

Following our consultation with parents we moved to 

Tapestry having accepted the limited capabilities of 

Google Classroom.  Parents, when asked for views on 

Tapestry, spoke highly of their own experiences of using 

the platform in other settings and recommended it to us, 

after much research we agreed and made the move over 

the summer.  We can see that going forward it will be an 

asset to our communication along with emails, Parentmail 

and newsletters.  

 

Like all new systems, it will take time for everyone to be up to speed and comfortable with the 

new platform. As you can imagine, changing to a new platform is always challenging and 

Charlotte Munckton is working tirelessly behind the scenes to answer queries from staff and 

parents as we become accustomed to a new way of working.  Please feel free to email Charlotte 

directly, cmunckton@springmead.com, or your class teacher if you are unsure of 

something.   Tapestry has its own You Tube Channel with short videos to help you too so please 

do take a look as they have step by step videos for all the features.    

 

Class teachers may well use Tapestry in slightly different ways as the needs of the children across 

the school are different, however, it will generally be similar. 

 

You can log into Tapestry through the Tapestry app available on your App Store or Google Play, 

it is free to download, or you can access through your browser, both will look slightly different.  

 

Tapestry is intuitive and gives you every help with little notes and checkpoints. Here are a few 

pointers. 

 

Tapestry App 

The app is a pared down version so it is quick and easy to use and upload media. It will look 

different depending on what device you access the app on and can therefore take a bit of getting 

used to.    

 

Desktop Version 

This is accessed through your browser https://tapestryjournal.com/. This has full functions for 

you to explore.   

 

Observations 

These are used to make comments about reading and the curriculum.  Observations can include 

notes, videos, audio clips, pictures, documents and clickable links.  Parents can also use the 

observation function to add comments about their own children's learning to log reading at home 

and to send through items to teachers. The school has an expectation that children read nearly 
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every day at home and parents make a comment each time they read. Equally we 

endeavour to hear and comment on children who are learning to read, four times a week.  

 

Memos 

These are used to send a note to the class group or individually.  Parents can make comments on 

these memos too. If a memo is to a group of children, any reply comments will be visible to that 

group. If the memo is to just you and your child, the reply comments will be just visible to you 

and of course the school.  

 

Activities 

Homework will be set on Activities.  You will be able to return and comment on your child's 

work.  There are two ways to comment and reply. General comments will be visible to the whole 

group but below the general comments there is an option for you to reply through the 

'observation' function, which will allow you to add a photo, video, document file and comment on 

how your child tackled the task, this will only be seen by the school.  

 

Parentmail 

Important whole school communication and permission slips for trips and fixtures will be sent 

this way. 

 

Email 

Please use email for important information about your child's wellbeing or important queries.  

 

Newsletters 

These are sent to parents emails via Parentmail on Thursday afternoons. They contain important 

information.  

Shirley Offer Deputy Head and Nursery Manager 

 



 

 

We look forward to being able 

to spend some time with you 

next week! Please note that 

all children will be going to 

the Memorial Hall during 

the afternoon and will need 

to be collected from there 

rather than school at 

3.30pm if they are not 

staying to the party. There 

are no after school clubs or 

activities on this day. Whilst 

the activities and boundaries 

will be supervised by staff, 

parents will be responsible 

for their own children.   

 

Wet weather plan 

With the weather being 

unpredictable at the moment 

we have a wet weather plan in 

place to ensure the children 

have a treat and we still get 

parents together. If the 

forecast is rain on Wednesday 

afternoon, children will stay at 

school and have a cinema 

experience, with ice creams. 

Parents will be able to come 

and join the leadership team at 

the school at 4.15pm for a 

glass of prosecco before 

taking children home at 5pm.  

We will send more 

information on this option, if 

needed, via Parentmail.  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Showcase auditions are looming, 

we know lots of the children will 

have been rehearsing acts over the 

summer. They have until Friday 

23rd September to be polishing 

these up.  

 

For those new to the school 

Springmead Showcase is a real 

highlight for us, performed at the 

Warminster Athenaeum. Alongside 

some ensemble acts, children are 

invited to audition to perform on 

their own or in small groups. Even 

if not selected to perform at the 

theatre the experience is wonderful 

as children perform their acts to the 

rest of the children and the ‘judges’ 

at school on Friday 23rd 

September.  

 

Showcase this year is Friday 4th 

November, please keep your 

diaries free for this wonderful 

annual celebration of our 

children’s performance 

endeavours.  

If you have any queries please do 

contact Charlotte Munckton.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have been given their poems 

for our poetry performance competition.  

Could you please help them with learning 

these off by heart; the class heats will be on 

Wednesday 28th September and the finals at 

the village hall for winners and their 

families will be on Friday 7th October? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Meetings 

 

The class meetings have begun this week. The feedback from parents has been really positive 

giving everyone an opportunity to meet class staff, meet other parents and see the classroom your 

child is in. Here are the remaining dates:- 

Year 5             Friday 9th September, 8.30 am 

Year 1            Monday 12th September, 8.30 am 

Year 2             Wednesday 14th September, 8.30 am 

Year 3             Thursday 15th September, 8.30 am 

Year R             Friday 16th September, 2.30 pm 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Reading Scheme 

To encourage children to read more books the school has an ongoing award programme for 

Reception to Year 6.  There are 10 award levels, each requiring the child to read 10 books.  To 

take part in the award scheme, the children simply complete their 

forms and return them to Johanna Robinson,  

  jrobinson@springmead.com. 

 

When they reach the dizzy heights of ‘Gold Award’ they will have 

read 100 books. The award begins again at the start of each academic 

year.  If you have any queries regarding the reading award, please 

email Johanna Robinson on jrobinson@springmead.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Holiday Reading Challenge 

 

Sheets need to be in by tomorrow please so that we can 

announce the winners next week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inhalers and Medication 

If your child needs an inhaler or any regular medication could you please see Kim Hobley over 

the next week to ensure we have up-to-date prescriptions/medications. Please remember that you 

will need to complete an Administering Medicine Form if we are administering medicine to your 

child.  The forms are located at the side of the bookcase in the admin office, and are also 

available to print from the website.  When bringing any medicine into school please ensure the 

medicine, and a form, are handed to an adult.    
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Performing Arts 
 

Here at Springmead, our peripatetic provision has gone from strength-to-strength, year on year, 

and this academic year is no different. 

 

We boast an excellent range of peripatetic lessons, offering: Singing, Cornet, Trumpet, Piano, 

Cello, Introduction to Music, Guitar, Ukulele, Theory, Saxophone, Clarinet, Flute, Fife, Recorder 

and Drama. Lessons are available to children from Reception to Year 6, though some teachers 

may request starting a little later than age 4 if the chosen instrument is still bigger than the child! 

Our peripatetic teachers support children on their journey by: encouraging practise routines; 

keeping an open line of communication with parents through practise diaries and email; offering 

fun and informative sessions; supporting progression through external exams if desired; and 

encouraging participation in various performance opportunities throughout the year, as 

appropriate. Our team are all highly qualified professionals, and are experienced with all the 

major exam boards, including ABRSM, LCM, Trinity Guildhall and LAMDA. 

 

Our team are currently delivering 71 lessons to a total of 54 individuals every week, meaning 

approximately 50% of the children from Reception to Year 6 are receiving one-to-one or one-to-

two lessons. All the teachers have availability for new pupils though, so please do get in touch 

(hdrury@springmead.com) if you would like to start lessons, and join our growing community of 

performers.  

 

Hannah Drury 
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Sports News 
 

Amid lots of excitement, the extra-mural clubs began this week with all the autumn sports now 

underway, in curriculum lessons and through a plethora of clubs.   

Here is a list of the extra mural clubs this term 

KS1 KS2 

Playground Games Playground Games 

Sports Club (lunch time and after school) Cross Country 

Football Hockey 

Gymnastics  Fit & Healthy 

Healthy Kids Squad Training 

 Football 

 Karate 

 

 

 

Squad Training started on Wednesday morning, this 

week we developed throwing, catching and hitting skills. 

Gymnastics club tested out the equipment and learnt 

how to keep safe. 

Year 1 and 2 started their new ‘games’ module – 

kicking, passing and dribbling.  

And in football club we took part in a passing drill.  

 

 

 

Upcoming fixtures and events… 

Wednesday 21st September – Year 5/6 girls Hockey vs 

Stonar (all girls) 

Wednesday 28th September – Year 3/4 Tennis 

tournament @ Beckington Tennis Club (8 children) 

Monday 3rd October – Year 3/4 Football vs Beckington (home – selected children) 

Wednesday 12th October – Year 5/6 girls Hockey vs Warminster (all girls) 

Monday 7th November – Year 3/4 Hockey vs Beckington (home – selected children) 

Monday 14th November – Year 3/4 girls Hockey vs Warminster (all girls) 

Monday 21st November – Year 3/4 boy football vs Warminster (home – all boys) 

Monday 28th November – Year 3/4 girls hockey vs Stonar (all girls) 

Wednesday 30th November – Year 5/6 boy Football @ Warminster (all boys) 

 

PE Kit 

This needs to be in school every day please. 

 

Dance 

We are running dance classes for those in Year 4 this half term at Danceworks in Frome.  

 

If you have any queries about PE that can directed to the PE staff rather than your child’s class 

teacher, or need information about fixtures, please use our direct email address, as follows:  

pedepartment@springmead.com  

 

Emma Lindley 
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Swimming 

 

We had a great first week back in the pool, the children approached their lessons positively and 

with enthusiasm. Each group was set mini challenges and the children responded confidently. 

Whilst the children were working through the challenges the teachers were busy assessing skills 

and understanding. We will continue to assess and make changes to swimming groups, where 

needed, over next couple of weeks.  

 

Can parents please ensure that children have suitable swim suits and goggles and ideally swim 

hats too. Trying to swim without googles makes it more difficult to be able to demonstrate correct 

skills and technique. 

 

We have some competitions coming up that we will be selecting some children to compete 

at. The trials will be held on the 22nd of September, those that are in year 4 who want to be 

eligible will need to bring their swimming kit for that week. 

 

Super swimmer of the week 

Sienna Marshall for showing huge improvement in both technique and confidence in her ability 

from last year. 

 

Swimming Day Clothing 

It is essential that children’s socks, pants, shoes, goggles… indeed everything, is very clearly 

labelled on swimming day. It is distressing not to be able to find your own underwear (we have 

approximately 50 children in each changing area, in rotation and their clothes are very close to 

each other). Please help empower your children to be as prepared as possible so that they have a 

positive experience. We would also encourage girls to wear socks rather than tights on swimming 

day! 

 

If you would like to speak to a member of the swimming team, please feel free to call Sarah 

Cozens at school between 9:00am and 10:00am every Thursday, alternatively you can email her 

on scozens@springmead.com. For pastoral issues related to swimming, please speak to the class 

teacher as they are around much more during the week. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

From the teachers 

 

 

What a great first 

few days we have 

had.  Emerging 

friendships are 

forming as children 

begin to feel settled 

and get to know the 

nursery routines, 

staff and resources.   

 

 

 

 

For lots of the new little 

ones, separating from 

parents is a huge step, 

they need the security of 

familiar adults to build 

positive relationships 

with.   Our nursery staff 

are highly experienced in 

supporting these 

important moments.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Role play games, painting, exploring the school grounds, our new music session with Mrs Drury, 

trying out all the nursery activities, books and toys are a focus for our bright, inquisitive class.   

 

Next week, we've made plans for a role play hospital and a village walk.   We're going to be 

busy!  

 

Shirley Offer, Nursery  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

What a great start the Hedgehogs have had! We have been super busy already and I just love the 

enthusiasm and excitement they have all started with. It is such a joy and a real privilege to 

experience these first precious moments.   We have been to singing assembly, been swimming, 

got to know new friends, got to know new surrounding and grownups, played number games, 

sung number rhymes and have started to learn our first phonic sounds. We have begun learning 

all about ourselves and each other, measured each other and compared our heights and genuinely 

had a super duper week! Here's to the next week, you fabulous Hedgehogs!   

 

It reminded me of a lovely poem, that I think just says it all... 

Dear Parent, 

I understand that you are scared 

to wave your child goodbye 

and leave him in a teacher’s hands 

don’t worry if you cry! 

I’m used to weeping parents 

It’s hard to leave I know. 

But it’s time to share him (just a bit) 

To help him learn and grow. 

Let me reassure you 

That I’ll give your child my best 

I’ll wipe his tears, soothe his fears 

And change his dirty vest! 

If your darling child is full of cold 

I’ll blow their nose all day 

Just like you, I’ll care for them 

In a special way. 

I’ll treat him like I would my own 

I’ll catch him from a fall and 



 

 

If there is ANY problem 

I’ll be sure to tell you all. 

It’s true he’ll grow to love us 

They’ll talk of school a lot 

It doesn’t mean they hate you 

And that you should lose the plot! 

I’ll tell you a secret.. 

That when your child is here 

They talk to me as much of you 

Of this please have no fear. 

You’ll always be their mother 

Whilst teachers come and go 

To them you are their number one 

This I truly know. 

Soon you’ll see some changes 

In your little girl or boy 

They’ll become more independent 

And to see this, it’s a joy! 

I’ll teach them all I have to give 

To share, climb and to write 

But to you they safely will return 

To tuck them in at night. 

With love from a teacher… 

Charlotte Munckton, Reception 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
What a start to the year... and what a year I think we will have! We may only be a few days in, but 
I’m sure it’s going to be full of learning, growing, fun and happy times. 
 
Miss Haigh and I have loved hearing all about everyone’s wonderful summer holidays and the 
different adventures at home and away the children have had, which we will continue to talk 
about. 
 
They have entered straight into learning with gusto and enthusiasm, and have taken the new 
information, classroom and learning in their stride. 
 
We look forward to our parent/teacher get together on Monday in which we will talk you through 
all the things year one will bring them (and you).  
 
I think by the end of the week there will be a couple of tired children (not just Miss Haigh and I), 
but they will have completed their first week in the warren and hopefully feel set for and excited 
about all the next weeks to come! 
 
Well done Rabbits for being brave in your start to the new year and new class, we can’t wait for 
what’s to come. 

 

Jemma Stickley, Year 1 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  

What a wonderful start to the new school year!  The children came back very excited to show 

each other their summer diaries and share all that they had been up to over the summer.  With 

such warm weather, I noticed, that this year, many of the children went camping, as well as trips 

to the theatre, swimming pools, the seaside, festivals, castles and even Roman villas!   

 

The children have quickly settled into the swing of things and are very keen to learn about The 

Great Fire of London, sharing what they already know and what they would like to find out.  We 

looked at the differences between buildings, clothes, transport and London streets from 1666 and 

2022. 

 

We had a lesson on how to stay safe online, which is vital that they are reminded of 

regularly.  The children understood the importance of telling an adult if they were worried about 

anything. 

 

The class also enjoyed their first PE lesson, learning some very impressive football skills! 

 

Georgina Boyden, Year 2 

 

  



 

 

 

  

  

We had brilliant fun in Badgers today managing to squeeze in a Driving Test in maths where 

there was a chance for some number play and to flex the muscles with this brain gym, a visit to 

the library to whet the appetite in new and exciting topics, some fluent French where the class 

went above and beyond, gaining the first Badger of the year.  What a star class!  Having been set 

the task of thinking of a set-in-stone reason not to be able to make the first day of school, Mrs 

Foot and I were super pleased to see everyone arrive today.  The reasons for late attendance were 

phenomenal and included following a dog on a whale, a lack of marshmallows, a wandering 

octopus, a magical, mysterious key, a house being taken over by mice, Mercedes asking for a 

driver, being stuck in a Pokemon and a car being full of milk from a cow and being distracted by 

kings in castles, pushing your sister into the sea and being distracted by Uncle Robin and a world 

tour in his boat.  Such amazing imaginations and we love the enthusiasm, energy and effort from 

the new Badgers.    

 

Jane Dickson, Year 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
The Squirrels have made a great start to the new school year.  
We kicked off this week with discussing the routines and procedures of Year 4 life, getting to 
know the classroom, and refreshing our memories on the Springmead Way.  
 
We also looked at the importance of a growth mindset; a way of believing in the power of 
yourself and your brain, and understanding that our intellect and abilities develop when we try 
new, difficult, and unfamiliar things. The use of different strategies and perseverance are key!  
We came up with some internal thoughts, that may help us, such as;  

• Am I on the right track?  
• I'm going to give this a good go 
• Try, try, try again  
• Can I improve this in any way  
• What can I use to support me?  

As well as this, we have started our new Science theme on 'Grouping living things', maths, had a 
glimpse into who the Ancient Greeks were, and studied their amazing architecture in Art.  
 
There are lots of new and exciting things to get stuck into. I for one, am looking forward to the 
year ahead.  

 

 

Stacey Watson, Year 4 

 

 



 

 

 

 

We have had a super start to the new term in Owls class this week and it has been great to spend 

some time establishing new routines, getting to know each other and getting settled into Year 5. 

The children have written some excellent diary entries about their summer holidays in English 

this week and we will be continuing to delve into diary writing over the next fortnight. We have 

also been busy thinking about our theme of Ancient Civilisations and beginning to explore what 

life was like for people living in the Indus Valley. We have enjoyed getting started with our new 

Maths scheme and the children have really enjoyed the opportunity to engage with a range of 

concrete and pictorial resources to support them with their learning. This has enabled them to see 

different representations of place value, which is helping to build that deeper level of 

understanding. We have been discussing Online Safety this week in Computing and I was very 

impressed by the whole class’s awareness of how they can stay safe online and specifically avoid 

the dangers of spam. Overall a really positive start to the term and I can’t wait for the weeks to 

come! Keep up the fantastic work, Owls! 

 

 

Lydia Adams, Year 5 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

It has been a great start to the new school year and our new Springmead Way Ambassadors have 

hit the ground running. They received their badges in assembly on Tuesday morning and have 

been enjoying the increased responsibility and the opportunity to fully embrace the role ever 

since – moving around the school quietly, lining up quickly and sensibly, helping others and 

generally setting a good example for the younger children. 

 

In class we have enjoyed settling into our classroom and have started to explore our ‘Victorians’ 

theme, explored adaptation and inheritance in science, tackled the subjunctive mood in English 

and embraced place value in maths. We have also started to think about all of the exciting events 

that we have coming up over the course of the year, including bushcraft sessions, bikeability and 

a trip back in time to a Victorian school! 

  

A fantastic first week and plenty to look forward to in the upcoming weeks and months. 

 

Nick  Munckton, Year 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Praise Certificates will be awarded from next week 

 

 

Out of School Achievements 

Both Poppy and Caleb Newman have had success in the pool over the summer, Caleb achieved his 
STAnley 2 badge and his 5m badge. Poppy achieved her STAnley 5 badge and her 15m badge. 
Additionally, whilst on holiday in Cornwall last week, Poppy entered the Parkdean Talent Nation 
competition and came 2nd with her song that she has been rehearsing for her showcase audition. 
Lovely news.  
 

Do please share your child’s out of school news and successes with us so we can celebrate, 

hopefully more opportunities will open up to them now! Do also remind us if we ever forget- it 

happens! Please email details to mtaylor@springmead.com and scox@springmead.com   

 

 

Sally Cox  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Springmead School 

Castle Corner, Beckington, Somerset BA11 6TA 

01373 831555  info@springmead.com  www.springmead.com 

 
Directors: M. Taylor & J. Beardsley 

Taypenny Schools Ltd. Registered office:  

4 Beaufort Way, Bath, BA1 6QB 

Registered in England No. 3090822 

 

‘Springmead School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 

welfare of children and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 

legal and moral responsibility’. 

 
 

mailto:mtaylor@springmead.com
mailto:scox@springmead.com
mailto:info@springmead.com
http://www.springmead.com/

